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"Dordt has
received approval
from the North
Central Association
to begin offering
a master's degree
in elementary
education. , ,

Currently an undergraduate education
major, Clary Kloosterhof is student
teaching at Sioux Center Christian
School.

Dordt plans to begin graduate program in education in 1994
, 'When asked to
rank the factors
they considered
most important in
setting up a master's
program, respondents
solidly affirmed
quality and
perspective as the
two most important
elements. '"

Dr. Jack Fennema has years of experience in aU levels of education, from
elementary through graduate school.
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Sally Jongsma

Dordt College has always
had a strong commitment to train-

ing teachers. That commitment
continues as the college prepares
to offer its first graduate courses
in education in 1994.
Begun as the heart of a twoyear junior college in 1955.,
Dordt's education program has
grown with the times. When fouryear certification, became required, we added a four-year program. Today, as states and provinces are increasing their requirements for teacher certification, Dordt is stepping up the
level of training it offers, not only
to meet state standards, but, more
importantly, to prepare teachers
to do the best job they can of
training students to be active
Christian members in their
communities.
Based on a proposed program
outlined
by the Graduate
Education
Committee,
Dordt
has received approval from the
North Central Association to
begin offering a master's degree
in elementary education. The
last step in the process is
obtaining approval from the
Iowa Department of Education
(DOE).
The new director of graduate
education at Dordt, Dr. Jack Fennema, is now preparing a report
for DOE consideration later this
fall. He is also busy with a variety
of other aspects of program planning. In cooperation with the

Graduate Education Committee,
Fennema will propose the model
for how the program will operate,
finalize courses and their content,
coordinate staffing of the program, and help promote it to
future students.
The decision to move ahead
was not made quickly or lightly,
says Dr. Jasper Lesage, who, as
dean of the social sciences,
chaired the committee. For a
number of years people have
urged Dordt to consider such a
program.
Prior to the college's decision
to proceed, a survey was sent
to three groups of prospective
students: all Christian elementary
school teachers
in Iowa, a
sampling of Christian school
teachers
across
the United
States and Canada, and Dordt
undergraduate
education students.
Support for starting the program was strong and pragmatic.
Several of those polled expressed concern about cost in
relation to programs offered
through Area Education Agencies
in Iowa or public institutions. But
when asked to rank the factors
they considered most important in
setting up a master's program,
respondents
solidly affirmed
quality and perspective as the two
most important elements. Several
expressed a desire for very practical courses that would be directly applicable to their daily
teaching.
One teacher wrote, "I wish you

had offered this program when I
went for my master's degree! It
looks like you have developed a
good program. I hope the cost
does not become a factor that prohibits people from taking the program." Another from out of
state wrote, "A demanding program that has practical implications for my classroom or my
personal growth would be worthwhile . . . I hope I can take
advantage of it when it is implemented. "
A few wondered whether it was
necessary for Dordt to begin its
own program. But Lesage and
those working on the graduate
education program are convinced that Dordt has something to offer. Just as Dordt is known for its
Reformed, Christian perspective
in the undergraduate program,
the graduate program will be selfconsciously based on a reformational world view.
Dordt's president, Dr. J.B.
Hulst, has long encouraged the
development of a graduate education program. "From its beginning Dordt College has been
known for providing our Christian schools with teachers who
both understand and are committed to Reformed, Christian education. Not only our graduates but
also many of our Christian
schools have asked Dordt to provide a graduate program of the
same high quality and reformational perspective as is now
available at its undergraduate
level. I have promoted the

development of a master's in
elementary education because I
believe Dordt College can and
should respond positively to these
needs."
Although the specific structure
of the new program is not set at
this point, the college is looking
at the best way to accommodate
its targeted students. Student projections indicate that there will
probably be a relatively small
number of full-time students, a
larger number of part-time degree
earners, and several teachers who
will take selected courses to fulfill
certification
or professional
development requirements.
Because a good number of the
students in the program will likely
be practicing teachers, evening
and summer courses will be
necessary. Exactly how and when
the summer program will run is
currently under discussion. Fennema is working on creative
models that will make attending
the program as easy on families
and finances as possible.
A great deal of work remains
before Dordt receives
final
approval
from the state of
Iowa and before
the first
courses can begin. In the meantime, those charged with working
out the details are encouraged by
comments like this one made on
the survey: "I think it is a
wonderful idea. I value my college education at Dordt more and
more, and the possibility of
receiving my master's
there
makes me excited to start!" 0
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The story of Dordt College
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, 'Telling their
stories helps
members of the
institutions know
who they are, where
they came from,
and where they are
going. In fact the
identity and life of
an institution
depends upon its
members knowing
and remembering
its story."

--

Dr. J.B. Hulst

Ever
since I was a boy,
I've enjoyed stories. To this day
I remember stories told or read to
me by my parents. At the same
time, I've lived with the impression that stories aren't very important. I've heard people say,
"that's just a story," or ..that
wasn't a very good sermon, just
a lot of stories. "
But much of the Bible is composed of infallibly recorded stories.
Parents instructed their children by
means of stories. Children asked
questions, and parents responded
by telling stories.
These stories told children
about the mighty acts of God on
behalf of his people-acts revealing his faithfulness to himself, his
Word, his creation, and his people. The Bible is the story of the
mighty acts of our sovereign
God. It is the story of the kingdom created, fallen, redeemed,
and consummated.
Today
Christian
homes,
churches, and schools must tell
the story of the kingdom. The
story must be told so that each
generation may know about the
beginning of the story (creation),
the appearance of the -enemy
(fall), the victory of the King
(redemption), and the kingdom
come and coming (restoration).
Included in that kingdom story
are people and institutions that
emerge within the developing
covenant community families,
churches, companies, hospitals,
and schools such as Dordt. Telling their stories helps members of
the institutions know who they
are, where they came from, and

The board of trustees of Dordt College has asked Or. J.B.
Hulst, who earlier announced his retirement effective in 1995,
to extend his tenure for one additional year. "Or. Hulst has
established a great deal of integrity and credibility with not only
the local community but also the national and international
Christian educational community," says board vice president
Mark Sybesma. "As long as he has the health and desire to
serve we would like him to continue to do so."
Or. Arnold Boeve, president of the board, says that another
reason for the board request was to avoid having a new president begin duties in the middle of a major fund raising campaign.
"We know Hulst deserves to retire after the years of dedicated
and hard work he has given the college, but we believe he can
help us achieve the goal of this campaign. Or. Hulst has agreed
and for that we are very thankful."
where they are going. In fact the
identity and life of an institution
depends upon its members knowing and remembering its story.
That's why I want to share with
you parts of the story of Dordt
College; and I want to do so using
questions that have been asked
about Dordt College.
Question 1. Why is Dordt
CoUege located in Sioux Center,
Iowa?
Let me tell you a story. When
we came to Northwest Iowa in
1954, we had heard about the

2

Christian college movement in
this area. We were not convinced
of its necessity. At the same time,
we became aware of the large
number of Christian schools in
this tri-state area. It was wonderful! But we also discovered that
especially the grade schools were
staffed by teachers who had very
little college training, and what
training they did have often was
not from a Reformed, Christian
perspective.
"What are you going to do
about this?" we asked. "Start a
Christian college to train teachers
for our Christian schools," was
the answer. Some suggested a
joint effort with one of the
church-related colleges already
located in the area. "No, that will
not do," was the response. "We
need a college that is committed
to Christian education, that will
train men and women to teach
each course from a biblical, reformational perspective. "
That's why there is a Reformed,
Christian college in Sioux Center,
Iowa, today. That's also why
Dordt has a strong teacher education program
and supports
Reformed, Christian education on
all levels.
By the wa , .n case you were
wondering, I've changed my mind
about the need for Dordt College.
Question 2. Why is the college

named "Dordt?"
Let me tell you a story. In 1988
Dordt's men's basketball team
participated in the NAJA National
Tournament
in Kansas City,
Missouri. During the tournament
an article appeared in one of the
Kansas City newspapers under
the headline, "What's a Dordt?"
Because Dordt is a young, comparatively unknown college, that
question is frequently asked. Sometimes the question is asked in jest;
but it always provides an opportunity, as it did me on that occasion, to explain what the college
is about.
Periodically people have suggested that Dordt change its name
because it is not well-known, it
sounds strange, and people can
and do make jokes about it. However, the significance of a name
is not how it sounds, but what it
stands for.
Reverend
Cornelius
Van
Schouwen, a former professor at
Oordt who served as chair of the
naming committee, reminded me
that the college used to be the
Midwest Junior College. It was
renamed Dordt to connect us with
our Reformed confessional past
and to reflect our commitment to
a God-centered (rather than mancentered) approach to redemption
and the redeemed life.
Needless to say, I prize the
name and enjoy explaining its
meaning to others. Dordt is a
name that stands for something.
Question 3. What is unique
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Dr. J.B. Hulst

about

Oordt's

perspective

on

education?
Let me tell you a story. Ouring the early 19708 Dordt College
went through an intense internal
struggle over its perspective, educational philosophy, and identity
as a Christian college. There were
some deep-seated differences of
opinion among the faculty, board,
and constituency. Even the students became involved. During the
struggle harsh words were spoken,
and strong charges were made.
In the midst of this conflict, I
was preaching in one of the local
Christian Reformed churches. In
the sermon I pointed out that it
wasn't enough for us to be Christians who worked, farmed, and
taught. We had to be Christian
workers,
Christian
farmers,
Christian teachers. In other words,
we had to be or were called to be
Christians who worked, farmed,
and taught from a Christian perspective, according to a Reformed world view, and in harmony with God's Word for working, fanning, and education.
FoUowing the sermon a faculty
member approached me-right
beneath the pulpit-to
disagree
with me. I had gone too far, said
too much. If a person was a
Christian helshe would automatically, inevitably work, farm, teach
Christianly. No need for a biblical
perspective, a Reformed world
view or a Christian philosophy.
That was the heart of the issue!
That made clear what was distinctive about Dordt College. It is not
enough that a Christian farm,
work, or teach. It is essential in all
of life that a Christian work from
a biblical perspective, guided by a
Reformed world view, and structured by a Christian philosophy.
And what is the end of the
story? That faculty member is no
longer at Dordt College-not
because he disagreed with the sermon, but because he didn't agree
with Dordt's perspective.
Many good things came out of
that struggle. With the blessing of
the Lord, Dordt was made

stronger and given a clearer sense
of its identity.
Question 4. Are there any
graduates, any products of this
kind of education out there?
Let me tell you one final story.
While I was working here as
campus pastor, a freshman was
sent to me primarily, I think,
because she had been breaking a
number of college rules. "Why
do you have all these rules?" she
asked. I answered, "To help you
live the life of a Christian student." "But I'm not a Christian," she said. To which I
responded, "But while you're
here, we'll expect you to live as
a Christian." She didn't like that,
but she accepted it and continued
the full four years as a student at
Dordt College.
We met occasionally during
those four years. The day before
graduation she came to my office
with a package. "This is for
you," she said. I opened the
package.
She had made a
beautiful wall hanging that read,
"I testify that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God." "Who says that?"
I asked. "I do," she said.
Today she is teaching in a
Christian
school. I see her
periodically, and I know she's a
Christian. I know also that she's
teaching from a biblical, reformational, Christian perspective-a
perspective she caught at Dordt
College because Dordt is committed to a Christ-centered approach
to the redeemed life.
Four questions and four stories
that are part of the story of Dordt
College and part of the story of
the kingdom come and coming.
They give us insight into what
God is accomplishing through his
people as they seek to live their
lives in but not of this world.
I have told you these stories to
pull you into the larger story so
that you may actively participate
and, gripped by the Holy Spirit,
you can testify that Jesus is the
Son of God. I love to tell this
story. It is part of the story of
Jesus and his love.
0
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National Internship
Program gets off
the ground
Sally Jongsma

Everyone
talks about internships these days. And for
some good reasons. Educators
agree that the best learning is experiential.
Internships
allow
students to draw directly on what
they have learned
in the
classroom and give them the opportunity to use that knowledge in
concrete situations while still in
their program.
Students in the work place
benefit from feedback from pro-

fessionals as well as their professors. The experience forces
them to think and respond concretely to issues and structures in
the business world. At Dordt we
often call such learning serviceable insight, insight that is useful
for helping us work in God's
world.
Internships also have a very
pragmatic side to them. They help
students get jobs.
Although Dordt business majors have participated in local internships for a number of years,
this summer saw -the first placement of students through our
National Internship
Program.
Eric Gray, a senior from Orange
City, Iowa, spent fifteen weeks
this summer at the First National
Bank of Evergreen Park, illinois.
He had planned to spend an
extra semester next year on the

, 'Everything
about the
experience was
positive. I didn't
really realize
that what I had
learned in my
courses was so
concretely
applicable.' ,
Chicago Metropolitan Program,
but when the opportunity to work
at the Evergreen Park bank presented itself he was eager to do
so. "I was even more excited
about the internship
after I
finished than before I started," he
says.
According to Eric, everything

about the experience

was

positive. "I didn't really realize

that what I had learned in my
courses was so concretely applicable. " Eric spent time in nine
different departments of the bank.
He shadowed and assisted tellers,
loan officers, trust fund officers,
accountants,
investors,
and
others. And although he did not
have responsibility for specific
jobs, he worked with the bank
employees, learning each aspect
of the operation.
"Before this summer I was
only interested in accounting. The
internship opened up banking as
a career possibility for me," says
Eric. But even if he does choose
to stick with accounting, the
experience
will have been
helpful. "I saw what kinds of
financial concerns people have.
That knowledge will be helpful to
me later as an accountant," he
says.
Another enjoyable part of the

experience for Eric was the
work environment. "Service was
a noticeable goal of the bank,"
says Eric. The attitude and
cooperation of the employees
was striking as well. "I hardly
met a person who didn't tell
me this was the perfect place to
work," Eric says. Evergreen
Park is one of the largest
suburban banks in the country,
and one of the top ten stable
banks today.
Eric says the experience at
Evergreen Park demonstrated
that a business can be run Christianly and be successful.
Chris Van Groningen, a senior
from Ripon, California, spent his
summer with the Sierra Bay Farm
Credit Bank. Most of his time
was spent in their in-house loan
officer training program. Nearly
five "'weeks were spent in
classroom settings, listening to
presentations by employees from
all departments of the institution.
He also spent three weeks working on spreadsheets in a branch
office.
Chris, too, says he was surprised at how practical his classroom knowledge was. The experience truly was an opportunity
to apply what he had learned, he
says. An unexpected benefit of
the internship was what he
learned about working with people and relationships in the work
place. Because of his summer internship, Chris now plans to
graduate after the first semester
this year. He has been invited to
apply for a position at that time. 0

Business interns have worked with local businesses for years. Heather Hommes works several hours per week at American
State Bank in Sioux Center.

Gulker builds nationwide base for future interns
Professor Mert Gulker spent a
large part of the last year setting
up Dordt's National Internship
Program. He says, , 'The process
of getting students into internships
is getting very competitive." Many
companies receive a deluge of
requests.
A high GPA can
become the determining factor in
whether a student gets the internship or not. At the same time
companies who have had interns
are usually receptive to new interns because they know what can
be accomplished.
Gulker has found that Dordt
graduates and friends have been
very receptive to helping business
students set up internships. Many
of them have expressed appreciation for Dordt College and the
education they received here and
are willing to help present
students have the best opportunities possible.
"I've been elated to see the
kind of graduates Dordt has in
different parts of the country,"
Gulker adds. They are people active in their work as well as in
their families, churches, and
schools.
At present Gulker has built up
a data base of more than seventyfive employers who would be
willing to consider some type of
internship. That list is in a constant state of flux depending on
the need at the time, he adds, but
it gives a concrete place to start.
Finding the right internship
takes time, Gulker says. There
must be a fit between the needs
of the student and the company.
Students must apply for placement by October 1st so that
resumes and transcripts can be
sent out by the third week in
January. This allows them to look
for internship possibilities in their
home towns over Christmas

break. Once second semester
begins they can draw on Gulker's
list of contacts, if need be, to supplement their search. Interviews
with companies are ideally done
over spring break.
"Networking has always been
important in finding internships, "
says Gulker. "Setting up this
network for our students is a big
advantage for them." Gulker
continues
to establish
new
contacts with business people
interested
in working
with
Dordt students. He urges anyone who would like a further
explanation of the program to
contact him personally at his office by phone (712-722-6304),
FAX (712-722-1198) or E-Mail
(gulker@defenderI.dordt.edu).D
Students need not work
through the college to take advantage of internship opportunities. A variety of individual
companies hire student interns
during the summer. Senior
Lorna Van Zee spent her summer working at Coopers
Lybrand in Denver. After
sending a resume and interviewing, she was hired to work
in the IT AS (Information,
Technology,
and Security)
division of the company.
"For the first month I spent
most of my time shadowing
people, learning the process,"
she says. Employees in IT AS
do computer audits for companies and businesses. They
determine whether the company is actually doing what it
says it wants to do, check the
quality control of the operation,
and
maintain
security
operations.
After the first month Lorna
was given a case load like all

, 'Finding the
right internship
takes time."

.--

other employees, working with
companies in Omaha and
Boulder. She, too, is very appreciative of the experience. "I
was treated as a professional,
and yet I felt free to ask questions at any time. People were
very helpful."
Lorna encourages anyone to
take advantage of an internship.
She says it has made her more
confident that she has gained
the expertise needed to obtain
a job in her field after graduation. "I felt well-prepared by
my courses," she says, adding
that she will also approach her
courses a bit differently this
year, knowing how applicable
they really are to the work
situation.
Lorna has been offered a
position with Coopers Lybrand
after graduation. For now she
is concentrating on finishing
her education, all the while exploring all possible options for
next year.
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Derive helps students visualize difficult
mathematical concepts.

_

Math department
receives NSF

grant for
computer lab
The

National Science
Foundation has awarded a grant
of $ll ,060 to Dordt College for
a project called "Computerizing
the Pre-calculus Classroom."
The grant will be matched and
supplemented with college funds
for a total project budget of about
$26,000.
Major purchases include eleven
computers and accommodating
furniture to expand an existing
computer lab to twenty-five stations and serve some faculty of-

fices. Funds will also buy Derive
software, overhead projectors,
and a projection panel.
Derive is a key element in the
pre-calculus project. It is a software designed to take away the
drudgery of long-handed calculations and allow students to get a
better grasp of applied theories,
says Dennis De Jong, assistant
professor of computer science
and mathematics.
In spring semester 1994 the lab
will serve two courses in particular: college algebra (usually
taken as pre-calculus)
and
methods of teaching secondary
mathematics. The two classrooms
merge, in fact, in a student-tostudent teaching setup.
De Jong is supervisor for the
methods course, and his students
teach the college algebra students.

He says that the arrangement has
been a success in the past, but
more computers were needed to
meet class size.
"Students
in the teaching
methods course are usually
juniors," says Dejong. "In their
math sequence they also should
have learned to use the Derive
software. Now they have an opportunity to put it to use from a
teacher's point of view."
"The National Science Foundation endorsed the way Dordt
uses computers in studentto-student
learning,
when
they agreed to fund the grant,"
says grants coordinator Judy
Hagey.
The college algebra course,
though entry-level, is taken by a
mix of students from freshman to
senior who have varied ex-

perience in math. With guidance
from De Jong and professor
Arnold Veldkamp, the methods
students take turns handling daily
college algebra lesson plans,
presentations, assignments, tests,
and correcting. The methods
class is usually small, so each student leads 7-10 class periods and
administers one test. The other
methods students sit in on all
classes as well. Later they discuss
and evaluate procedures.
"The
setup gives future
teachers experience in using
technology in the classroom,
discovering the pitfalls as well as
the advantages," says De Jong.
Dordt College junior Amy
(Spronk) Meyer of Sheldon took
on a key challenge this summer
as a work-study assignment in the
mathematics
department.
She
designed a set of college algebra
exercises to use in teaching
Derive. She gained advice from
Dr. Calvin Jongsma, who cowrote and is now expanding the
current Derive lab manuals for
general calculus.
D
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Dordt enrollment is. highest In a decade
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"This year's
student body may
also be one of the
most geographically
diverse ever,
representing thirtythree states, seven
Canadian provinces,
and eight other
countries. , ,

--

The
official Dordt College fall semester enrollment
figure of 1,104 is the highest
since 1983, and a 2.5 percent increase over last year's figures.
After graduating a large class last
year, college officials are pleased
to see another increase. "I believe

the increase can be attributed not
only to a good freshman enrollment," said President John B:
Hulst, "but also to strong retention. We're looking forward to
continued good retention rates
because of the quality of the students Dordt is attracting. This may
be one of the brightest freshman
classes ever."

This year's student body may
also be one of the most
geographically
diverse ever,
representing thirty-three states,
seven Canadian provinces, and
eight other countries. Thirty-eight
percent of Dordt's students hail
from Iowa, followed by Min-

nesota at ten percent. But two
West Coast states, California with
sixty-nine students and Washington
with forty-eight, rank number three
and four among the states, before
South Dakota with fourty-four. The
province of Ontario beats three of
those five states with eighty-nine
students, and the entire Canadian
enrollment tops 150.
Among Dordt' s international
student population is the college's
first Russian student, along with
students ftom Australia, Indonesia,
Japan, Mexico, The Netherlands,
Nigeria, and Uganda. According
to alwnni director Jim De Young,
an unusually high percentage of
Dordt' s students are children of
alumni. "About thirty-five percent of this year's freshmen are
children of alumni," he said,

D

ordt College alumni
rank favorably in the recentlyreleased Associated Press listing
of college loan default rates for
1991.
With only a one percent
default rate, Dordt comes out on
top in comparison with other
Iowa colleges in its class as a
four-year private institution.
Other Siouxland colleges in the
same class listed as follows:
Buena Vista College of Storm

4

Lake, 2.9%; Northwestern College of Orange City, 3. 1%;
Teikyo Westmar of Le Mars,
5.8%; and Briar Cliff College
of Sioux City, 5.8%.
According to the Associated
Press, the national average for
default rates of all schools under
the Federal Family Education
Loan Program is 17.5 percent.
(The program was formerly
called the Guaranteed Student
Loan Program.)
D

"and I've yet to find another college with that high a percentage
of alumni children attending. I
think that points to our graduates'

satisfaction with their own education and to their conviction that the
type of Christian higher education
available at Dordt is unique." D

Scientists win "caring research" award
Ronald J. Vos, assistant

Alumni default rate stays very low

Moving day brings students from across North America to campus.

professor of agriculture, and his
colleagues Dr. Delmar Vander
Zee, biology, and Dr. Christian
Goedhart, agriculture, have won
a 1993 award for "Caring
Research" from the American
Scientific Affiliation. First place
in the "Caring for the Earth"
category went to the Dordt scientists for their poster session,
"Monitoring
and Modeling
. Cropping System Nitrogen for a
Sustainable Agriculture-An Update." Vos presented the group's
work on August 9 at the Affiliation's 48th annual meeting, held
at Seattle Pacific University in
Washington.
The American
Scientific

Affiliation (ASA) is a national
organization
of evangelical
Christians in scientific work. According to ASA executive director Robert L. Herrmann, the
awards encourage scientists to
show in practical ways their love
for God's creation, for needy
people, and for the scientific
enterprise.
The Dordt scientists studied
nitrogen (N) use and movement
under field conditions over a
four-year period, with grant support from Iowa's Leopold Center
for Sustainable Agriculture in
Ames. They found that alfalfa
(despite its N -fixing role as a
legume) actually decreased concentration
of leachable
soil
nitrates, and that many farmers

were applying excess N to their
cornfields.
After Vos and his co-workers
made their initial counterintuitive discovery about alfalfa,
they continued to study its practical implications. Their information plus that of other investigators was disseminated
through Iowa State's extension
network.
In presenting
the
award, the ASA judges noted
that their findings had begun
to make a difference. Iowa
farmers who test for soil-N at
appropriate times in the growing season and rotate alfalfa
between corn crops now practice
better stewardship of the land,
helping to mitigate groundwater
pollution.
D
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Haans conclude twenty-five
years on the air at KDCR
Two
programs that have
enjoyed a great deal of success on
Dordt's campus radio station,
KDCR, have recently come to an
end after twenty-five years. "Observations" with the Rev. B.I. Haan
and "Family Room" with Mrs.
Deborah Haan were aired for the
last time on August 13.
Rev. Haan, Dordt's first president and one of the driving forces
in establishing the college, also
worked hard to establish the radio

station.
"When we got the radio station

Poetry wins
awards
Poetry from four members of the Dordt community
appeared in this year's publication of Lyrical Iowa, a volume
put out by the Iowa Poetry
Association.
In the college division, Emily
Kroese ('93) was awarded first
place and sophomore Luke
Schelhaas received honorable
mention.
Poems of professors Mike
Vanden Bosch and John Van Rys
were also published.
0

going, we decided that someone
from the college should go on the
air and talk about college concerns," Haan said. "Someone
needed to get on the air and tell
about things that were happening
on campus. That was the way
'Observations' started."
Throughout the years on "Observations" Rev. Haan covered a
wide range of topics. He talked
about concerns of the college,
church, politics, economics or
anything else that he thought
might interest listeners.
"Observations started as more
of a formal speech. I wasn't really
comfortable with that type of format," Haan said. "But then I had
a talk with a professor who said
I should just visit with my

audience." From then on "Observations" became Haan at his best,
addressing topics that concerned
the community.
Deborah
Haan's program,

"Family Room," also began airing
shortly after the station started. "I
had received training in speech and
speaking," she said and when the
station got going, I saw that as my
opportunity to use that ability.
"Family Room" was fairly structured. Mrs. Haan usually began
with a meditation and then moved
into material she had prepared,
often from magazines. Her topics

centered on the home, children, the
family, Christian discipling. At
times she read books. Her fifteenminute slot also included recipes
and a hint for the day.
Both of the Haans say they feel
that they were rewarded for their
efforts.
"My satisfaction was that I was
able to use the ability that I was
trained for," Mrs. Haan said. "It
was hard work but it gave me enjoyment."
Rev. Haan said that his satisfaction was in influencing people. "I
sensed that people were looking
for a sense of direction:' he said.
"I was able to give my opinion
about things I thought were pertinent."
The Haans made their decision
to end the programs during a trip
to Michigan this summer. "It had
become stressful to us," Mrs.
Haan said. They have continued
broadcasting ten years past retirement. But although the regular
ties to KDCR are over, the Haans
are still committed to the station
and what it stands for. They remain avid supporters
and
listeners.
Taken from an article in the
Sioux Center News. Steve Hoogland
is a reporter for the news and parttime sports reporter for the Dordt
College public relations office. 0

Rev. and Mrs. B.J. Haan were honored at an open house at KDCR, in recognition of their years of work for the college radio station.

Volleyball
team honored
The
Dordt College
1992-93 women's volleyball
team recently received one of
the top national academic
honors
available.
The
American Volleyball Coaches
Association
has awarded
Dordt's program the 1993 AVCAS Team Academic Award.
Dordt was one of nineteen
teams nationwide to receive
the award. To be eligible, a
team must maintain a team
cumulative 3.3 grade point
average the entire year. Dordt's
average was 3.49.
0

1993-94 Distinguished Scholars settle into their studies and campus activities
Dawn Bakker

Five
incoming freshmen
have been awarded Dordt College's
Distinguished Scholar Award,
guaranteeing each of them at least
$5000 in scholarships for each of
the four years they spend here.
The amount of the award is up
from the $3500 of previous years.
The 1993-94 freshman class includes many students with high
academic records, and if the Distinguished Scholars are any indication,
a variety of majors and interests.
Jennifer Vos from Newton,
Iowa, lists her area of study as
either elementary education or
English. She plays percussion in
the band and spends her spare
time reading good novels. About

Jennifer Vos
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Dordt, she says, "It was the
friendliest place I visited."
Aleda Koerner appreciates the
friendly atmosphere, too, and she
also likes small towns. A native
of Sutton, Nebraska, she is majoring in secondary education,
focusing on music. Music certainly plays an important role in
her life-she participates in both
band and chorale, takes voice and
piano lessons, and accompanies
other students for voice lessons.
Paul Verhoef from Denver,
Colorado, sings in chorale, too,
but his area of study is engineering. Paul says he came to Dordt
partly because his parents and
sister encouraged him to, but also
because he "loves Iowa" and had
a great time when he visited cam-

Aleda Koerner

pus. Paul is quickly getting involved in student affairs, having
recently been elected to Student
Forum.
Sonya Jongsma, also on Student Forum, is another who has
widely varied interests. About her
major, she says that she has considered many, including English,
pre-physical therapy, and premed. Outside of classes she works
for the Diamond, runs on the
cross-country team, and hopes to
go on AMOR. She came to
Dordt, she says, because she
knows she'll get a good Christian
education here.
Heather
Hamilton
from
Hinsdale, Illinois, says she likes
the Christian atmosphere here.
She plans to teach high school,

Paul Verhoef

majoring in choral music and
minoring in English. In addition,
she writes poetry, is a strong supporter of pro-life organizations,
and enjoys Scottish dancing.
The Distinguished
Scholar
Award is the highest scholarship
Dordt College gives. Barbara
Schaap, coordinator of scholarships and grants, says that it is
awarded to the most outstanding
freshman students based' primarily on high school grades and
ACT scores. Dordt awards many
scholarships and processes many
applications and recommendations, but Schaap says the Distinguished Scholar Award is the
last scholarship awarded, "after
we really have a good idea of who
the very best students are." 0

Sonya Jongsma

Heather Hamilton
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Developing global awareness in Dordt students and
faculty has been a goal of the college for the past several
years. Faculty development programs have encouraged
cross-cultural teaching and learning. Such experiences help
participants learn more not only about other people and
cultures, but also about our own culture and how we should
relate to each other.
On the next pages you will read about several Dordt
people who have spent a summer or semester in another
culture. In addition to the people mentioned in these
pages others have studied in England, Japan, The
Netherlands, and Latin America. Almost without exception they view the time spent as very valuable and, often,
life-changing because it helps them re-examine their own
lives and goals, setting priorities consciously rather than
falling into them.

=

1993 graduates Steve Atsma, Dave Andringa, Andrea wtertcge, Harold wierlnga, Jack Soodsma, Dan Vander Stelt, and
Travis Vande Berg prepared for their trip to Russia by studying Russian culture and learning key Russian phrases and customs.
c
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Ag grads learn frustration and joy of working with others
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Fifteen Dordt students and professors spent a good part of their
summer in the former Soviet
Union. Seven agriculture graduates and two of their professors
worked on a farm in Nizhnii
Novgorod in Russia, some for two
weeks. some for the entire summer. Five faculty taught English
for four weeks to students at the
Pedagogical Institute in Kharkov,
Ukraine.
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Three
days after their
graduation, a team of seven Dordt
graduates set out for Nizhnii
Novgorod,
Russia, to teach
agricultural techniques to Russian
fanners and to test certain crops
to see how they would fare in the
Russian farmland.
Several days and a number of
hassles later they arrived at
Altunono, a large farm made up
of 15,000 acres and encompassing seventeen small villages.
After a missed flight connection,
a lost plane ticket, and a nervewracking customs inspection
later, they arrived to find that
plans for their stay were at best
vague and the tradition of corruption in Russia was still intact.
Government officials tried to
get them to work on government
land instead of private or
cooperative land as originally
planned. They also asked for
millions of rubles in payoff
money for the privilege. The
Dordt team stuck to their plan of
working. with local farmers
through Father John Chebotarev
of the Russian
Orthodox
Agriculture College, but it meant
fending for themselves. Yet all of

the team members agree that the
experience, though frustrating at
many points, was something they
would probably do again if they
had the same opportunity. Dave
Andringa, Steve Atsma, Jack
Soodsma, Travis Vande Berg,
Dan Vander Stelt, Harold and
Andrea Wieringa, after raising
their own funds for the trip, ended
up staying in an abandoned communist clubhouse, which they
fixed up enough to live in. They
had to do without indoor plumbing and occasionally heard the
rats scurrying around at night, but
managed to make the quarters
relatively liveable.
Life was not easy, but neither
was it dull. "There were many
light-hearted moments,"
says
Ron Vos, faculty coordinator for
the team. "They had to make fun
or things would have gotten
pretty boring." At one point the
students set up a game of bowling, using logs for pins and
another log for the ball.
The team put in long hours on
the farm. They planted several
kinds of crops: corn, alfalfa,
some northern varieties of soybeans, and a field pea and oat
mixture. The corn produced bet-

ter than expected, the oat yield
was mediocre, and the soybeans
did fairly well. But the students
were disappointed
with the
farmers' resistance to change.
"It's a bit like going to another
culture as a missionary and expecting change to happen overnight," says Vos. "It doesn't,
and that can be frustrating."
One of the students summed up
some of the frust.rationby saying,
"They're
more stubborn than
Dutchmen. ' ,
Students were also disheartened by the people's unwillingness to work. Seventy-five
years of communism and collective farming cannot be erased in
one summer, says Vos. In one
case two men were responsible
only to turn a switch on and then
off again later in the day. They
have no incentive to care about
what they are doing because they
get paid whether they work or
not. On the other hand, they work
hard and long in their own private
garden patches at home.
The real problem is a vacuum
in spiritual leadership and direction, says Vos. That takes time to
develop, and, according to Vos,
such word-and-deed ministries as

the Dordt students brought this
summer may be one of the best
ways to help bring such change.
And the work has not gone unnoticed. The chief justice of the
region said in a letter to President
Hulst,
"The
government
is
pleased with the connection between the Russian Orthodox
Church and Christians in Iowa
who realize the connection between Christian values in life and
work."
Although it is not easy working with a system in which double dealing has become a way of
life, meaningful change will not
happen unless people see viable
alternatives, says Vos. In that
sense he feels the project was successful. The students had the opportunity to share their faith, experience another culture, learn
how to improvise,
and reexamine their own ways of doing
things. Those reasons alone
would have made the trip
worthwhile.
"We also learned that the
Western model is not necessarily
the only one. Together as Christians around the world we need
to work to serve each others'
needs."
D

Faculty learn as much as those they taught
John Hofland

In

, 'It is better to give
than to receive. But
in our work in
Kharkov, who had
given? Who had
received? "
6

Acts
20:35
Paul
reminds the Ephesian congregation that it is better to give than
to receive. That was also a fitting
reminder to five Dordt professors
as we left last May for Kharkov,
Ukraine. We had much to give;
the Ukrainians were poor.
We knew we would be working in a country that had been impoverished by communist rule.
Farming practices had been destroyed. In one year of Stalinist
rule, six million Ukrainianfanners
were killed for resisting the movement to collective farming.
Churches had been destroyed.
Of the 80,000 churches in the

Soviet Union before the Revolution, only 400 remain. The rest
were blown up, converted into
swimming pools, factories, and
warehouses, or simply condemned.
Factory production had been
damaged by communist imposed
inefficiency.
An aeronautical
engineer told me he had quit his
engineering position in a government airplane factory where he
earned fifteen dollars a month in
order to bend stainless steel tubes
for a small, private company that
builds milking machines where he
could earn a more comfortable
wage. In spite of Perestroika,
Ukraine remains crippled both by
its communist past and corruption
in its present government.

So it would have seemed to us
that there was nothing for us
wealthy Christian Americans to
do in Ukraine but to give and
nothing for our impoverished
Ukrainian students to do but to
receive. What a surprise to find
the tables turned around.
Ada Kuveneva, our supervisor
at the Kharkov State Pedagogical
Institute, had asked each of us to
teach English conversation for
two and one-half hours a day.
Half of that time was spent
reading and discussing the Bible,
and the other half was spent talking about some topic in American
culture. Those two and one-half
hours per day is what I gave.
But what did I receive? My

small gift was repaid by the overwhelming
kindness
and enthusiasm of the Ukrainians. The
response to our Bible study was
surprising.
After the class,
students would stop by almost
daily to make sure that they
would be getting an English Bible
before we left. One woman explained, "The Bible, it is the most
precious thing I want."
Of course, not all students were
so enthusiastic about Bible study.
Marina, who had been a leader in
the Komsomols, a communist
youth
organization
before
Perestroika, would angrily take
Case Boot to task for believing
"all those fairy tales. ,. By the end
of our stay, however, her position
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had softened. She would take us
aside to discuss question" she had
about Lenin or about philosophy.
And on the day we left, she gave
us a two-page letter to publish in
the Dordt Diamond. In it she
writes, "I came to know a lot of
things from your teachers. We all
found them very good people,

very communicative, clever, and
kind! . . . I want to share my
smile, my joy, my soul, and best
feeling of heart with you." Now
that is not to suggest that she had
become a Christian, but in four
short weeks, she had made a huge
shift in her position.
Two other students, Vitali and
his wife Yana, would beg for less
Bible study and more "important
material, like folk songs, and
time to discuss the ideas in
them." I obliged. Among other
songs, we sang, "Oh, When the
Saints Go Marching In," and I
told them that this upbeat

reminder of the resurrection was
a New Orleans funeral song. A
few days later the couple invited
me to their home for a five-hour,
eat-til-you-ache Ukrainian dinner. Between courses Vitali got
out his guitar. "Sing us the happy
funeral song," he said. "All the
verses." After singing the song
several times together, he shook
his head smiling. "Very interesting, very interesting. Happy, happy song at a funeral!"
After we returned home we

received a letter from Vitali and
Yana, saying, "It's a pity that our
contact was so momentary. We
appreciate your striving for joining us to the world culture
through the Holy Bible. For many
Ukrainian students it was the first
meeting with God."
In addition to this inspiring
response to our teaching-, there
were the small but overwhelming
kindnesses that students showed.
Daily, students would ask if they
could carry my books for me.
Almost as often, a student would
stop by after class to give a gifta book of Ukrainian folk tales,
some old Soviet coins, a book on
the Bolshoi Ballet, or a dish "to
remember our time together."
Each day students would serve us
our three meals-for no other
reward than to be in the room
where we ate. Others would see
us home on the subway each
night. On weekends they would accompany us to concerts, theatres,
and parks. Not to mention the parties (twelve in four weeks)
thrown in our honor. All that for
a few hours of teaching. If there
was an tendency among any of us
to feel superior 10these Ukrainian
students who had taught us about
the preciousness of Scripture, had
showered us with kindness, and
had shared their culture for four
weeks, that sense of superiority
was challenged by a conversation
we had in Moscow.

We had been invited to visit
Mr. Vyacheslav Polosin, a Christian, and the chairman of the
Committee
for Freedom
of
Religion, Conscience, Mercy,
and Charity in the Supreme
Soviet. We were introduced as
American evangelical Christians,
a description that would seem to
have established
a common
ground between us and Mr.
Polosin.
It did not. Mr. Polosin had a
distaste
for
the Western
evangelists that had been coming
to Russia. He said they were insensitive to Russian traditions and
were serving to widen the split
between Orthodoxy, Catholicism,
and Protestantism.
Furthermore, these evangelists,
he said, had misinterpreted the
gospel, suggesting that the good
news was a means to wealth and

temporal security. He complained
that Western evangelists strode
into Russia announcing that if
Russians would believe the Bible,
they could be rich, clean, and
well-dressed like Americans.
That is not how Russian Orthodoxy understands the Christian faith, Mr. Polosin continued.
To them, Christianity has to do
with giving away all one has, and
using one's blessings to serve
others. It is better to give than to
receive, he reminded us.
His attitude changed from a
cold formality
to a warm
welcome when we described our
work in Kharkov and the work of
the agricultural students in
Nizhnii Novgorod.
But the
reminder was not lost. It is better to give than to receive. But in
our work in Kharkov, who had
given? Who had received?
0

Dr. Case Boot presented the first set of
aftemoon American culture lectures to
Russian students. The other faculty on
the team were Ken Bussema, Tracy

Miller, John Hofland, and Daryl
Vander Kooi.

Bringing Russia to Dordt

George Denisenko comes to study a market economy from a Christian perspective
Luke Schelhaas

Two

summers

ago,

George Denisenko, a sophomore
from Moscow, Russia, hadn't even
heard of Oordt College. He certainly didn't have plans to go to
school here. At the time, George,
who had been baptized in a Protestant church a year earlier, was in his
first year at Moscow State Institute
for International Relations, working towards a business degree. He
was enjoying his first year, but
had decided that he wanted to attend a Christian college. He also
felt that he should study business
and economics in a country that
employed the market system.
So it must have been providence
that brought Rockne McCarthy to
Moscow in June of 1992 to speak
at a conference on Christianity in
Russia. One of the Russian
speakers on the program was
George's mother. After the lecture, McCarthy spoke with her
and she mentioned that she had a
son who spoke good English and
wanted to attend a Christian college in either
England
or
America.
Seeing this as a
wonderful opportunity, McCarthy
gave her some information about
Dordt, and in November, spoke to
George personally about the
possibility of attending Oordt
College. George decided to apply
and the necessary arrangements
were made.
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It must also have been providence that Gary Vander Hart,
former music teacher at Sioux
Center Christian Grade School,
was in Moscow last year teaching
English and Bible at a Russian
military academy. He stayed with
George's family for two months
and attended their church during
the time that he was in Russia.
Vander Hart knew of George's
decision to go to Dordt and invited George to live with him and
his wife, Joan, in Sioux Center
when he came. Early this summer, George made the move to
Sioux Center. He was given a job
painting at Dordt and met many
people and made new friends, many
of whom would be his classmates.
He says that the things he did with
his new friends in Sioux Center
(swimming at Sandy Hollow, riding
bike, watching movies) were
"pretty much the same as the
things I'd do in Moscow."
"In Sioux Center,"says George,
"everybody knows everybody else.
It's a nice city." He likes it here
because it is clean and quiet and
mostly, he says, because the people are very kind. But he misses
home. "I come from a big city, so
I like big cities;' he says. "But I
like living in a small town, too."
For George, two of the more
important differences between
Russia and the U.S. are the issues
of economics and education.
Russia's economic situation is

changing, he says, as the country
moves towards a market system.
Many problems accompany this
shift between systems, partly as a
result of communism. Among
them are monopolization, privatization, and inflation. He hopes
that with time these things will
change as people begin to understand how to work under a market
system and a new government. .
This is, of course, one of the
reasons George chose to go to
school in America. Business
education in a country that has
had the market system since its
early days was something Russia
could not offer him.
Another thing he could not
receive in Russia was a Christian
education, which is the second
main difference between the two
countries, and the second reason
for his choice of Oordt College.
"In Russian universities, there
is no attention to Christianity;' he
says. "My university in Moscow
was a good school, but I wanted
an education that came from a
Christian perspective."
Under Gorbechev, more and
more people were converted to
Christianity and began to join
churches. George and his family
have, for two years now, been
faithful members of a Protestant
church in Moscow.
George is very happy with his
choice, and he thinks Oordt is a
great school. He enjoys his

classes and has made many
friends. He is a member of the
tennis team, plays indoor soccer,
and works in the commons. He is
happy to see that at Oordt, partly
because of its small size, there are
many personal and caring relationships between professors and
students and between friends.
"People are very open;' he
says, "andthere is a sense of community because people share the
same views and beliefs." He appreciates the fact that there is
always someone willing to help
him if he needs it. "When the
professor is in his office," he says,
"the door is always open."
George has a sister who is
twenty-nine. His father is a successful engineer and his mother,
who graduated with a degree in
Oriental Studies, has worked as a
travel manager for her own agency.
But she is now going to be a
teacher, says George, and there is
a possibility that she will come to
Oordt next semester.
Whether that happens or not,
George will continue for three
years at Oordt and will then go
back to Moscow
to work,
possibly to the company where
his father works. He knows that
whatever he does, God will lead
him, and hopes that his business
knowledge gained from a Christian perspective will one day help
him to have an effect on his
changing nation.
0

George Denisenko

, 'Business education
in a country that
has had the market
system since its early
days was something
Russia could not
offer him."
7
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The brain is
his specialty
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Dr. Paul Moes returns after a year
spent in research on the brain
, 'Christians need
to be in the middle
of what's happening
in the world-not
standing on the
sidelines. , ,

Sally Jongsma

Some learning disabilities
may be the result of poor transfer
of information between the two
spheres of the brain, says Dr.
Paul Moes after a year of studying the human brain. "Reading
requires not only deciphering
words, but also putting images
with the symbols. Many people
diagnosed with learning disabilities are very intelligent people; they simply have difficulty
coordinating those steps, possibly
because the information is not
properly transferred from one
side of the brain to the other."
Although the connection to
learning disabilities is still only a
theory, the work Moes did on
communication pathways within
the brain points to the important
role these pathways play in perceiving, thinking, and learning.
Since last May Moes has been
working with Dr. Malcolm
Jeeves at St. Andrew's University

The entrance to the Psychology
at St. Andrew's University.

Quad

in Scotland, studying the transfer
of information between the two
hemispheres of the brain.
Communication in the brain is
done through a connecting link
joining
the left and right
hemispheres. Jeeves, who edits
the prestigious psychology journal, Neuropsychologia, is one of
the world's leading specialists in
this area, says Moes. "1 didn't
fully realize what an excellent opportunity I had until I arrived
there," he says.
Moes met Jeeves several years
ago at a conference and then
again when he spoke at Dordt
four years ago. A co-author of the
Christian College Coalition's
Psychology Through the Eyes of
Faith, Jeeves is one of few prominent brain experts who is also a
Christian. "Many researchers
and experts in this area have a
very mechanical view of people
and how they function," says

Living in Scotland
"Every week we were there
was exciting because we found
something new around each corner. Even going to the grocery
store was interesting because
everything was different."
Living in another culture had
its humorous times, too. Moes
describes an incident in the London train station. The Moes
family of five-three of whom
are under ten years old-were
trying to find the right train to
get to Scotland. Loaded down
with fourteen pieces of luggage,
they found themselves caught in

frantic holiday travel. Moes
asked the harried porter where
to purchase the ticket. "Stand in
the queue," he replied in a
clipped manner.
Being the American that he is,
Moes looked all around for a
section Q. Eventually he asked
again and received the same
answer. Finally after the third
time the porter walked over to
a line of people and with an exasperated look said "Stand
here .' , The word queue is now
an indelible part of the Moes's
vocabulary.
D

Dr. Paul Moes

Moes. From his Christian point
of view, Jeeves has thought and
written about the nature of
humans and the implications for
how psychologists
deal with
them.
Working closely with Jeeves
gave Moes the opportunity for
scholarly
dialogue
that has
pushed him to think about and
better articulate his own ideas.
"During our daily afternoon tea
breaks, we had some wonderful
conversations on the nature of doing science in particular, relating
brain function, human behavior,
and Christian faith."
Moes studied people who were
born without the connecting link
between the two spheres of their
brain, adding his results to work
already done by Jeeves. He also
gathered data on the effect of aging on information transfer in the
brain.
Working primarily with a computer, Moes flashed images to the
left or right visual field of each
patient, permitting selective processing by each brain hemisphere,
and then recorded the response to
the information presented.
Work by other brain researchers had suggested that as people
age the connecting link between
the hemispheres begins to deteriorate more rapidly than other areas
of the brain. Moes's study on
healthy elderly
people also
pointed to such a decrease in the

efficiency of information transfer
between the two hemispheres, confirming that anatomical changes
cause functional changes.
Moes says he'll be a better
teacher as a result of his year's
work with Jeeves. In fact he plans
to continue the work he did there
and offer his students the opportunity to assist in brain research.
But, in addition to offering research opportunities for students,
Moes says his students will benefit in other ways. His own writing
and research skills have been
sharpened and his understanding
of the field deepened by the extensive reading and data gathering he did in the past year.
"After ten years of teaching, I
felt I was getting too far from
research. I needed to get back in
touch with current literature to be
able to keep my students up-todate," he says. Moes teaches a
behavior research class for Dordt
psychology students.
Moes also had an unexpected opportunity to teach in the Scottish
system. When Jeeves was forced to
take a leave because of illness,
Moes took over one of his courses
at St. Andrews. "At first! was hesitant because I didn't want to give
up any of the time I planned to
devote to research, " says Moes.
However, he soon saw that the
experience itself was valuable.
"While many of the professors
in the psychology department at

St. Andrew's U Diversity were internationally known researchers,
some of them gave teaching low
priority because they were busy
with their extensive research projects." By contrast, students enjoyed Moes's more interactive
style and joined in discussions
with enthusiasm. His student
evaluations were appreciative,
and other faculty members began
asking for suggestions for getting
students more involved.
As a result of the year's research, Moes has submitted two
papers for publication. He also
plans to remain actively involved
with Jeeves and a group of other
psychologists who are interested
in how the brain functions.
Several professors from Christian College Coalition colleges
have worked with Jeeves over the
past several years and many continue to do research on the brain.
The group met last year in Scotland and hopes to meet again next
year at Hope College in Holland,
Michigan, to keep each other upto-date on their own research.
At one point this summer,
Moes says, Jeeves told him
"Christians need to be in the middle of what's happening in the
world-not
standing on the
sidelines." Moes has returned
with renewed enthusiasm, ready
to take up that challenge for
himself and to inspire his students
to do the same.
D
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On the farm-in
Luke Schelhaas
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here was one close call
with a bull. Other than that Tim
Stetson encountered no real problems in Ireland this summer. In
fact, his three months working on
a large, family owned farm in
County Cork, on the southern tip
of Ireland, left him with a rich
source of information and experience that far outweighed any
memories of being backed up
against a fence by a rushing bull.
Tim first heard about the opportunity to work overseas last
fall when a guest lecturer spoke
to the Dordt Ag Club about an
organization
called
Communicating for Agriculture. The
group
places
students
in
agriculture positions in different
parts of the world. Right away,
Tim knew it was something he
couldn't pass up.
"I applied for placement right
off the bat," says Tim, a junior
from Colrain, Massachusetts.
After an extensive application
process, in which he chose
Ireland as his place of work, he
was awarded one of ten full-ride
scholarships offered by the agency
for agricultural work overseas.
The award covered his insurance,
visas, and air travel. All Tim had
to pay for was his passport.
In Ireland, farming is closely
regulated by the government.
Assistants are frequently appointed to help families run their
farms. Most often these assistants
come from Ireland, but in some
cases, like Tim's, they come from
overseas.
The farm was diverse, having
100 dairy cows, more than 300
head of cattle, some sheep, and
350 acres of land used.mainly for

grazing. Tim worked in the
farm's dairy, and his duties included milking, work with artificial insemination and animal
health, as well as hoof repair for
sheep,
Tim's impression of farming in
Ireland is very positive. And
although he found much of the
experience similar to farming in
America,
there were some
noticeable differences. For one,
the land is different: the climate
is wetter, creating more grassland
and less tillable cropland.
Farming, in general, is more
"hands on," he says. The dairy
in which he worked, for example,
wasn't computerized as are the
majority of United States dairy
farms. "They've been doing it
this way for a long time," says
Tim, "and they don't seem to be
in a hurry to become technical. "
One difference between Irish
and American farms that Tim
particularly enjoyed was the later
rising time. "If you got up before
seven, you would be the only one
awake, " he explains.
Tim saw fewer pesticide and
rubbish disposal problems in
Ireland than here. Pesticide use is
less frequent and garbage doesn't
seem to pile up as quickly there,
he says. Because of this there are
also fewer regulations and restrictions placed on farmers.
Regulations
are
stiffer,
however, in some areas. The
Irish employ a quota system for
farm products to keep smaller
farmers from being squeezed out
of the competitive market. In
America, Tim says, the small
farmer is having a hard time surviving while the large farms keep
growing. Tim was happy to see
that in Ireland the opposite is true.

Ireland

This quota system allows each
dairy farm to produce only a certain amount of milk a year. Often
the quota is reduced for a larger
farm and increased for a smaller
one to help the small farm get
started and keep going.
Tim did more than just farm
during his stay in Ireland. He explored the nearby cities and even
joined a Young Farmers club, He
describes the community in which
he stayed as "tightly woven,"
saying: "The people were open
and very friendly and eager to
know about America. "
On the farm, too, he often was
asked how things were done differently in America. Owing in
part to his education here at
Dordt, he could always refer back
to experiences he'd had or things
he'd learned and be able to
answer them. Tim learned a lot

while he was there and for that he
is very grateful. The people he
worked with in Ireland probably
learned a little, too,
In addition to the farming
knowledge and experience Tim
gained in Ireland, he now has a
broader view of how things are
done elsewhere. "It was exciting
working in another culture-s-net
just seeing it, but experiencing a
different way of doing things,"
Tim says, "experiencing
the
everyday life of another people."
Tim would recommend
a
similar experience to anyone who
has the opportunity. For the next
two years he will be finishing his
degree in agriculture here at
Dordt. Some day, he says, he
wouldn't mind working on a farm
in Australia. Maybe there he will
escape a close call with a
kangaroo.
D

The farm on which Tim lived and
worked was owned by a middle-aged
couple with fivechildren, ages 1.24, all
of whom also worked on the farm. "I
fit in well," says Tim. "It was nice
working with kids my age." He stands
in the center of the back row.
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Veenstra studies in Egypt at historic time
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Amid
the momentous
Middle East peace talks, the Christian College Coalition (Ccq has
launched a new Middle East Studies Program (MESP) in Cairo,
Egypt. David Veenstra of Sioux
Center, a junior at Dordt College,
is one of the fourteen American
students thrilled to be on the spot
as history is made.
Veenstra and other MESP students arrived in Cairo on September 4, just days before Israelis and
Palestinians signed the historic recognition agreements, A few days
before departure, as part of a twoday orientation session at CCC
headquarters in Washington, D.C.,
they met with leaders involved in
the negotiations, including Dr.
Nabeel Kassis, a representative of
the Palestinian delegation.
While in D.C., the students were
also honored by a visit from the

Egyptian ambassador, Ahmed
Maher EI Sayed, who indicated the
Egyptian government's great interest in the MESP program, the first
of its kind among Christian colleges. After an hour-long questionand-answer session, he invited the
students to meet with him again at
the end of their semester abroad.
"When I return I would appreciate hearing your praise and
your criticism and your fresh look
at Egypt and the problems we are
lacing;' he said. "It is by listening to friends that we can advance
the cause of freedom, democracy,
and prosperity in Egypt."
The ambassador responded enthusiastically to students' questions about the peace talks in the
Middle East.
"It is not an exaggeration to say
that we are living in a very historical moment in a political and religious sense. For the first time, the

Palestinians and Israelis are working toward the same goal. They
realize that peace must be based on
mutual respect and recognition."
Veenstra and his colleagues also
visited with Mr. Avi Granot, the
Israeli Counselor of Church Aflairs. Granot also spoke of the
changes in the Middle East:
"The sense that we have here in
Washington is that the vast majority of people in Israel believe
that chances should be taken and
that ... maybe we are living in
a new world:'
The MESP program director,
Cliff Gardner, has lived in Cairo
for the past four years. He emphasizes the importance of gaining accurate perceptions of the
Middle East and its peoples.
"We want MESP students to
appreciate the diversity and the
real challenges the Middle East
laces, develop an appreciation of

Islam and its role, and meet real
Egyptians and hear about their
lives firsthand. We could not have
chosen a more exciting time to
study here."
The students are not only studying the conflicts and changes lac-ing the region; their studies include the Arabic language as well
as seminars on the peoples and
cultures of the Middle East and
the role of Islam in the modem
world, They also are assigned to
service projects, working among
Cairo residents.
Veenstra and his friends live in
a ten-story hostel that houses approximately 300 students of the
American University in Cairo
(AUq, Because AUC students are
from allover the Arab world, the
housing arrangement allows MESP
students to interact directly with
nationals-some of whom may be
leaders in the region some day. D

"It is not an

exaggeration to say
that we are living in
a very historical
moment in a political
and religions sense.
For the first time,
the Palestinians and
Israelis are working
toward the same
goal.' ,
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The professional involvements of
Dordt faculty members outside of

the classroom reveal Dordt's
commitment to provide educationalleadership

in the Christian

community as well as among its
own students. By sharing these

activities, we hope to provide
fellow Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work to be of service
in Christ's kingdom.

Jack Fennema, professor of
education and director of graduate
education, led a workshop on
"Community:
A Product of
Union With Christ" to the faculty
of the Sioux Center Christian
School during their orientation
retreat on August 24.
On October I. John Zwart. professor of physics, presented a paper
titled "Problems in K-8 Science and
Technology: What Can We Do?"
at the American Society for Engineering Education North Midwest
Section meeting. The meeting
was held at Mankato, Minnesota,
under the theme, "Weak Links in
Engineering Education."
Lorua Van GUst, associate
professor of English, served as a
stylist for the Committee of Bible
Translation in their review of the
New Testament, Psalms, and Proverbs for the next edition of the
New International Version Bible.
The work, done in Colorado
Springs during the first week of
August. is under the supervision
of the International Bible Society.
Van Gilst plans to work with the

committee again next summer on
the rest of the Old Testament.

Instructor of theatre arts Simon
Do Toit recently completed a
translation from the original
Italian script of The Servant of
Two Masters by Carlo Goldoni,
for this fall's theatre arts production. Du Toit also attended the
Annual Networking Conference
of the Christians in Theatre Arts
and presented a workshop called
"Physical
Characterization
Technique," based upon Laban

movement dynamics.
Professor
of theology Dr.
Michael Williams attended a
conference titled "The Historicity
of the Incarnational Narrative" at
St. Olaf College in June. In
September he spoke on "Rapture
or Resurrection: The Case for an
Earthly Eschaton" for Classis
Northcentral Iowa's classical continuing education
program.
Williams also wrote an article
called "George Park Fisher: Yale
Church Historian and Apologist
for Liberal Evangelicalism" for
The History of Church History.
Dr. Syne Altena, professor of
physical education, attended a
workshop entitled "HPER at
Christian Colleges: Issues and insights." The workshop, sponsored
by the Christian College Coalition, was held at Northwest
Nazarene College in Nampa,
Idaho. The main purpose of the
workshop was to get Health,
Physical Education, and Recreation professionals together to ex-

amine the critical issues and common problems in the profession.

Jack Fennema, Dennis Vander Plaats, and Lynda Seehusen

On August 24, Dr. Rick Eigenbrood, associate professor of education, gave a presentation for
Christian school teachers in Wisconsin on "Enabling Students
with Learning Disabilities in the
Christian Classroom." At the recent Heartland Conference on the

Church and Disabilities at Northwestern College, Eigenbrood led
a workshop titled "Encouraging
Positive Social Interaction Between
Youthand People with Disabilities."
Assistant professor of agriculture
Duane H. Bajema coauthored an
article published in the August 25
issue of Hoard's Dairyman, dealing with the value of weekly milk
progesterone tests of cows for
boosting pregnancy rates.
In July, Dr. John Van Dyk,
director of the Center for Educational Services, taught a summer
course in Christian perspectives
on teaching at Pacific Christian
School in Victoria, Be. In the
past month he has led a variety of
in-service workshops for teachers.
On August 24 he spoke at a conference of teachers in Sheboygan,
Wisconsin, and led a workshop
on teaching for leadership. On
August 29 he lead a seminar on
teaching strategies of five Christian schools near Sioux Falls,
South Dakota. Van Dyk also participated in a focus discussion
group of the FINE (First in the
Nation in Education) Foundation
at Drake University in Des
Moines on September 8 and conducted a series of workshops on
various aspects of Christian classroom practice at the convention of
the British Columbia and Washington Christian school teachers
held in Bellevue, Washington.
Dordt president, Dr. J.B. Hulst
delivered the address at the commemoration of the lOOth anniversary of Eastern Christian High
School held at William Paterson
College in Paterson, New Jersey.
He also delivered the sermon at
a joint worship service at Dakota
Christian High School in Platte,
South Dakota, promoting Christian education.

Dr. Dallas Apol, professor of
foreign language spent three
weeks in Durango, Mexico,
leading the Dordt College in
Mexico Program. While there
he was asked to be one of
the speakers at the dedication
of a new center for the Romance
Language Institute. The Archbishop of Durango was also included on the program.
Dr. Joan Ringerwole,
professor of music, participated in the
Region V American Guild of
Organists convention in June and
the meeting of the Hymn Society
of America in July.
Registrar Douglas Eckardt
was recently licensed to exhort in
Classis lokota. Contrary to a
previous statement in the lVice. he
is not an ordained minister.
Dr. John Vander Stelt, professor of theology and philosophy
at Dordt College, spoke at the
first East European regional conference of the International
Association for the Promotion of
Christian Higher Education (IAPCHE),
held in Debrecen,
Hungary, in mid-August.
The theme of the four-day
conference held at the Refurmatus
Kollegium was "Christians and
Higher Education in Eastern
Europe." IAPCHE is working in
close cooperation
with the
Hungarian Reformed community,
says Vander Stelt. The conference
is the latest effort in closing the
long-time communication gap between this community and the
West.
After the conference, Vander
Stelt did not return to teaching
routines at Dordt College. He is
taking a semester's leave from
campus to conduct research at the
Free University of Amsterdam in
The Netherlands.

New faculty join the education department and
Dr. Jack

"The chaUenge to
develop biblical
alternatives is what
keeps me going."
10

Fennema has
been closely associated with
Christian schools all of his life. As
director of Dordt's new graduate
education program, he wants to
do all he can to keep Christian
schools thriving as vibrant,
biblically-based institutions.
"We want to train teachers who
are and will be leaders in their
profession," he says, adding, "To
do that Dordt must offer a program that has substance and
quality." Much of the work of implementing such a program will
fallon his shoulders.
Although the broad parameters
of the new program have already
been spelled out and approved fur
accreditation by the North Central
Association, Fennema will spend
much of this academic year setting specific course content and
proposing a structural model for
the program. In addition he'll help
staff the program and promote it
to prospective teacher students.

"We want to have the best possible series of courses, the best
profs, and the best, most workable model, to draw teachers from
across the country for a summer
master's program," he says.
Fennema brings a wealth of experience to his new position. He
began his association with Christian schools as a student at
Roseland Christian School in
Chicago and continued through
Chicago Christian High School
and Calvin College. He went on
to teach and administrate at a
variety of Christian schools, colleges, and teacher associations in
the Unired States and Canada.
Fennema cites Dr. Geraldine
Steensma as one of the most

formative influences on his
teaching career. From her, he
says, he learned a Kuyperian view
of education, but more broadly, of
all of life.
"Sometimes Christian schools
tend to understand tradition more
than biblical vision," he says. "We

can too easily adapt the public
school system and concern ourselves with meeting state standards rather than asking how
things should be in Christian
schools."
Fennema says he is looking forward to the ground-breaking work
ahead of him and the department,
adding, "The challenge to develop
biblical alternatives is what keeps
me going."
Lynda Seehusen says she gets
mistaken for a student frequently
on campus. But that may not be
so bad; it means she isn't so far
from being a student that she
forgets what it was like. As
Dordt's new campus counselor,
keeping close to students' concerns is important.
A 1989 social work graduate of
Dordt, Seehusen completed her
MSW at the University
of
Nebraska, Omaha, immediately
after graduation. Since then she
has worked in foster care and
adoption, pregnancy and maternal

care, and as a therapist at Shodair
Children's Psychiatric Hospital in
Helena, Montana.
"I'm really enjoying the college
population," she says. For the past
few years she has worked in acute
care situations. Dealing with daily
crises has given her much experience, but she appreciates the
slightly different pace of the
counseling position on campus.
She keeps very busy seeing students and serving on student life
committees. Anything that interferes with students' studying
comes under her domain. "A student can't be effective if he or she
is concerned about a problem, "
she says.
"The college counselor sees
the same range of problems that
any other therapist does, but the
more severe difficulties
are
rare," she says. Issues that tend
to come up most often are eating
disorders,
dealing with past
abuse, and helping sort through
relationships.
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De Mol completes teamwork
on music textbook
T he recent publication of
Music Through the Eyes of Faitb
by Harper San Francisco is a
climax of three years' work for
Dr. Karen De Mol, Dordt College music department chairperson. De Mol served on the sevenmember music task force that
helped author Dr. Harold Best
shape the book.

Music Through the Eyes of Faith
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Kobes returns from three-year
leave with theology Ph.D.
The
Reverend Wayne
Kobes, assistant professor of
theology at Dordt College, successfully defended his dissertation
for a doctoral degree from Florida
State University on June IS.
Kobes's study centered on views
of the Dutch theologian Abraham
Kuyper. His dissertation is titled
"Sphere Sovereignty and the
University: Theological Foundations of Abraham Kuyper's View
of the University and Its Role in
Society. "
"Kuyper was a leading figure
shaping many facets of Dutch
culture during and after his long
life," according to Kobes. He influenced politics, journalism,
elementary and secondary education, societal life, and ecclesiastical concerns. He also
founded the Free University of
Amsterdam.
"Kuyper affirms the lordship
of Jesus Christ over all of life,"
says Kobes, "[but holds that
Christ] delegates limited authority

ole

with students' Christian commit-
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ment. "Students really do take
their faith very seriously. " And,
she says, it makes her job so
much easier to be able draw on
their Christian faith to work
through problems that arise.
She is just as impressed with
the caring approach the Student
Services staff takes to its task. "I
wish people knew how much
struggling goes on behind doors
to try to help students bring about
constructive change rather than
just punishment. " She is glad to
be a part of that approach.
Dennis Vander Plaats says he
didn't really enjoy school and
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certainly had no intention of
teaching. Yet over the past
twenty-four years, Vander Plaats
has taught or coached every grade
level from kindergarten through
grade twelve and enjoyed it.
"I probably wouldn't even
have gone to college, but my
mother was dead set against my
joining the army," Vander Plaats
says. He enrolled at Dordt, which
was largely a teacher education
college in 1965. His first teaching
job came as a plea to help out
Sioux Falls Christian for a year.
He ended up staying for seven
years. Sometimes negative experiences are a good motivator,
he says, looking back.
Vander Plaats says that what he
will miss the most about elementary teaching is the trusting relationships that grow between
teachers and students. "There's
a sense of belonging and of being needed that is very rewarding
for the teacher and the student. "
Vander Plaats says his move to

Dr. Karen De Mol

Duitman earns doctorate in hypermedia

He~

Duitman, assistant
professor of music at Dordt College, passed his oral examination
for a doctoral degree in music education from Ohio State University
on June II in Columbus, Ohio.
Duitman's
course
work
spanned six summers and one full
year of sabbatical leave from
Dordt, 1991-92. This spring he
finished writing his dissertation:
"Using Hypermedia to Enrich

counseling staff
Seehusen also provides regular
support to student resident assistants and resident directors. Although she does not get involved
in all difficulties, she often gives
advice on how to deal with
situations.
Although only a couple of
months into her new position,
Seehusen says she is impressed

:d

to the various spheres of life. "
Kobes's dissertation explains how
Kuyper's
theological
views
shaped his concept of the university as the primary institution in
the sphere of science.
Kobes says many of his sources,
Kuyper's own writings especially,
were written in Dutch. As an appendix to his dissertation, Kobes
includes an English version of
Kuyper's 1880 speech given at
the opening of the Free University of Amsterdam. It is the first
complete English translation of
the speech. Kobes did draw upon
an earlier translation of the first
portion of the speech, but he
translated the remainder.
Kobes, member of the Dordt
College faculty since 1973, is a
1969 Dordt graduate
with
bachelor of divinity and master of
theology degrees from Calvin
Theological Seminary in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. He has been
on leave from Dordt since the fall
of 1990 and returned to teaching
duties this fall.
D

is one of an eight-book series
spawned by the Christian College
Coalition (Ccq
and edited by
Nicholas Wolterstorff, professor
of philosophical theology at Yale
Divinity School. The Coalition
represents more than eighty colleges from thirty denominations.
The volumes explore various
disciplines in the context of the
Christian faith and are intended as
texts for students at Christian colleges. Volumes on psychology,
biology,
business,
history,
literature, and sociology are
already published. One on communication is forthcoming.

Best, author of the music
volume, is dean of the Wheaton
(ILl College Conservatory of
Music. He selected the task force
of college professors who worked
as consultants and evaluators
since late 1990 and throughout
the drafting
stages of the
manuscript. In April 1992, a national conference of ninety CCC
music teachers met at Anderson
College in Indiana to hear presentations and critique the draft in
small-group sessions led by task
force members. In the past school
year the author and task force
sifted through the comments and
refined the work.
"Dr. Best makes a very conscious effort to relate the doctrine
of creation in many of its fine
points to how we work in the arts,"
says De Mol. "He demonstrates
that music is user-friendly and
adapts to many situations." She
says the book is a good resource
for all music teachers, musicians
in general, church committees,
pastors, and others.
D

teach on the college level means
giving up some things, but also
gaining some things. As rewarding as teaching in the elementary
school is, it often becomes allconsuming. This can be especially
true in Christian schools that are
sometimes understaffed, he says.
He looks forward to a new focus
to his work. As a teacher of
teachers, his job will now require
him to do things like reading
about, studying, and developing
creative strategies for teaching
things he has always enjoyed but
had to put off because of coaching
and the press of elementary
school busyness. He has written
curriculum materials in the past
for CSI and Orange City Christian School and looks forward to
doing more.
He hopes to be able to take a semester or year periodically to teach
in an elementary classroom so
that both he and his students stay
abreast of issues and concerns in
contemporary education.
D

the Learning Experience of College Students in a Music Appreciation Course."
"Hypermedia
is a form of
computer software," says Duitman, "that allows users to interact with several different forms
of media in associative ways."
He compares it to "a library in
itself-aural
and visual." He
says, "For example, a person can
look up information on a composer, then request infonnation
on a specific work, study a
specific musical part of that
work-maybe
listen to the cello
line-then compare that information with the use of the cello by
another composer." Duitman
says the information is contained
on CD-ROM, and the options of
exploring different levels and
tangents are many.
Dordt College students served
as his test subjects this past
spring. From a class of eightythree, Duitman chose thirty-two
students at random to use the
hypermedia technology for listening projects and research for a
final paper. The other fifty-two
used the "regular" listening lab
and did their research in the college library. All eighty-three
listened to the same classroom
lectures and took a pre-test and a
post-test of general music knowledge as well, for comparison.
Duitrnan joined the Dordt
faculty in 1985 after eleven years
of teaching grades 5-12 in the
Bradenton Christian School in
Florida. He has conducted the
Sioux County Orchestra for seven
years and served last year as guest
conductor for the South Dakota
Symphony.
D

Dr. Henry Duitman

, 'A person can look
up information on a
composer, then
request information
on a specific work,
study a specific
musical part of the
work-maybe listen
to the cello linethen compare that
information with the
use of the cello by
another composer."
11
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A summer In China
Dr. Vanden Bosch and Senior Freda Kaastra join
an ELIC team for their summer 'vacation'
"I hope I don't

forget what I
learned this
summer."

It's the people in Dalian
that Dr. Mike Vanden Bosch and
senior
Freda
Kaastra
will
remember most vividly.

English

teachers

students

themselves

Chinese

who became
to improve

their English.
Vanden Bosch served as team
leader for an English Language
Institute in China (ELIC) team
this summer, and Kaastra was
one of nine teachers working with
him. Vanden Bosch, sporting a
new beard and weighing eighteen
pounds less than when he left on
June 20, arrived home just six
hours before he had to face his
first class of the new school year

at Dordt. But he was ready to go,
invigorated by his summer in
Dalian, China. Kaastra says the
transition was a little harder. She
missed her first morning of classes
to catch her breath before throwing herself into her senior year.
Vanden Bosch has wanted to
spend time in another culture for
some time, he says. China, whose

doors are wide open after being
closed for so many years, seemed
a good choice. Kaastra, inspired
by her sister who went to China
as a teacher with ELIC ten years
ago, says the experience will be
helpful when she begins her student teaching this spring.
The ELIC team's job was to
help Chinese English teachers improve their grammar, pronuncia-

As team leader for the ELIC team in Dalian, Dr. Mike Vanden Bosch presented
daily afternoon "culturev lectures. Vanden Bosch says he learned as much as his
students did.

tion, and vocabulary. "Many
times we had to act out
vocabulary words so the students
could understand them better,"
Kaastra says. Vanden Bosch
adds, "One of our ..students had
been teaching English for ten
years, and I couldn't understand
a word she said."
Mornings, each teacher worked
with a small group of students,
leading them through a structured
curriculum, reading articles, and
listening to tapes. In the afternoon
Vanden Bosch lectured on contemporary American customs and
topics.

Freda Kaastra spent each morning working with a small group of Chinese students,
teaching them to become more fluent speakers in English.

Twice a week they put on
culture nights. The students enjoyed being guests at a dramatized American wedding and a
Christian Christmas celebration.
The teachers used these culture
opportunities to show how their
faith shaped their lives.
"The students were incredibly
polite and thankful that we were
teaching them," Vanden Bosch
says. "Wherever we went people
stopped us on the street to practice their Engish with us.
In true Chinese tradition the
students gave gifts often and appreciatively. "Chinese students
become very attached to their
teachers, eagerly asking questions
and almost waiting on them."
Vanden Bosch smiles, tongue in
cheek, and says he keeps expecting his students here to do the
same.
The students' care for each
other was also inspiring.
Classmates were quick to help an
elderly woman in the class and a
man suffering from chronic back
pain. "They live on so little and
yet give much to each other," he
adds.
"Chinese culture seems amazingly Christian on the surface,"
Kaastra says. Yet most of the
students in her group thought
Christianity was a farce and irrelevant to their lives. There were
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Phonathon remains crucial for keeping Dordt affordable

, 'All Fall Drive
gifts go toward
reducing tuition of
the 1104 students
who attend Dordt.?
12

RRRING
RRRING. . ..
"Hi. This is
Karianne, a student at Dordt
College, calling on behalf of our
Annual Fall Drive. Do you have
a few minutes to talk with me?"
This particular call will go out
over 16,000 times during this
fall's Phonathon, part of Dordt's
Annual Fall Drive. Twenty-four
students are calling alumni,
parents of alumni, and other constituents of the college. The goal
this year is to raise $350,000,
almost half of the $725,000 goal
of the Fall Drive.
All Fall Drive gifts go toward
reducing tuition of the 1104
students who attend Dordt. Calls
are usually made from 6:30 to
9:30 on Monday through Thursday evenings during the fall
semester.
Why do we use student callers?
We do it for a number of reasons.

First, it provides them with a
work-study job to help students
pay for their cost of education.
Second, it helps them accumulate
valuable experience. Whether
they are majoring in education,
business or sociology, they'll
need to be able to make presentations in a professional manner;
and this experience will help
them. Third, it allows them to
participate in the very important
task of keeping Dordt College a
strong biblical institution for
years to come. And fourth, it provides them with a way to express
their appreciation since they are
the direct beneficiaries of their
work.
As supervisor of this year's
phonathon I can honestly say
that this particular group of
students is a fine representation
of the whole student body.
They
are
hard
working,
courteous, and committed to

their task. When a student calls,
please take a couple of minutes to
get to know the caller and ask him
or her about the semester's
studies or about what's happening at Dordt.
0

Wes Fopma recently joined the Office
of CoUege Advancement as development
representative.
A 1982 graduate, he
lived in Denver for ten years, working
in radio, retail sales, and insurance. He
is director of the annual phonathon.

exceptions, however. One young
women asked her why she was
always so happy. At first Kaastra
told her it was because she enjoyed what she was doing so
much. But the questioner persisted. Eventually Kaastra talked
about the hope and joy she had in
her life because of faith.
The living conditions
of
Chinese students in Dalian were
a stark contrast to those of North
American students. A women's
dormitory room the size of one of
our classrooms housed twentyeight women sleeping side-byside on straw mats on the floor.
The top half of the room was
strung with lines to dry the set of
clothes they wore each day and
washed out each night.
"Despite the difficult conditions, the students were clean and
neat," Vanden Bosch says.
"How they managed in those
conditions is a mystery. " In fact,
as team leader Vanden Bosch told
the Chinese authorities that if tbe
conditions did not improve ELIC
might not be able to send a team
to Dalian again next year.
Such a statement will likely
have a impact on government
authorities who provide the housing for students. China desperate~y wants its people to learn
English.
And although
the
government does not allow Christians who teach through ELIC to
publicly evangelize, they value
Christian teachers greatly as people of their word. ELIC teachers
adhere to conduct regulations and
conscientiously do their job. In
return, they are allowed to teach
only six days, taking Sunday off
to worship.
Although "multicultural"
experiences are the thing to do today, Vanden Bosch and Kaastra
say their time in China had a
lasting effect on their lives. Living and teaching in another
culture does more than open your
eyes to that culture. It also makes
you see your own culture differently, says Vanden Bosch.
Kaastra describes her arrival
back home as a time of severe
culture shock. "I was overwhelmed by how much we have.
She describes one student who
was having trouble keeping up
with the lessons. After talking to
her she realized how little sleep
and food the woman was getting.
And yet she brought Freda fruit
as a gift.
"My priorities have changed,"
she says. "I know that happens
easily when the experience is
fresh, but I hope I don't forget
what I learned this summer."O
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Jim De Young is alumni director .
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When
people who work
in college admissions or public
relations gather at professional
meetings and conferences, they
often discuss "distinctives," the
unique or distinguishing characteristics of their colleges. When I mention "reformational perspective" or
"Christian world view" as Dordt
distinctives, eyes glaze over and
heads shake in disbelief that anyone would attempt to "market"
such obscure concepts.
I get similar shows of disbelief,
even astonishment, when I tell admissions people, or other alumni
directors, about the numbers of
alumni children attending Dordt
College. I had that experience
recently at a meeting of public
relations professionals from the
Iowa private colleges. I told a
small group of them that thirty-

five percent of this year's
freshmen are children of alumni.
Jaws dropped. One editor told me
that she was writing a feature for
her alum.ni magazine about the
twelve alwnni children in her college's freshman class.
I've yet to come across another
college with a percentage of
alumni
children
similar
to
Dordt's. That's why we're not
going to abandon Dordt' s distinctives, not in our academic program, not in our student life activities, and not in our recruitment efforts.
To be sure, "reformational
perspective," "world view." and
"serviceable insight" need some
translation for most high school

juniors and seniors. Dordt's
distinctives present a communication challenge that many other
colleges don't face.

But I, for one, am happy to accept the challenge. Especially
when I think about those alumni
children coming in increasing
numbers every year. It's clear
that alumni parents believe that
their children cannot find abetter college education than at
Dordt. That's not, first of all,
because of Dordt's academic ex-

cellence. Sure, alumni parents are
pleased with the quality of their
own education and confident that
their children, too, will receive
excellent instruction. It's not. primarily, because Dordt is a warm,
close-knit community. Of course,
alumni parents met great Christian friends-even
spouses->
here, and they want for their
children the benefits of this
friendly, caring atmosphere.
I could go on enumerating
Dordt's advantages, but though

important, they are secondary. I
believe that the primary reason so
many alumni are encouraging
their children to attend Dordt is
that they value Dordt's continuing pursuit of a distinctively
Reformed Christian education.
So I'll continue to suffer the pitying glances of other colleges' admissions and marketing folks
when I describe Dordt's distinctives. Those of us who talk to
high school students will continue
struggling to find compelling
ways to describe and illustrate
Dordt' s reformational perspective. All of us faculty members,
administrators, students will continue striving to better express
this perspective across the full
range of college programs.
And, as long as we do that, I
believe we'll continue welcoming
to Dordt the children of alumni. D

, 'I've yet to come
across another
college with a
percentage of alumni
children similar to
Dordt's.? ,
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I. Children's

sweat suit - gray, black, and white nylon. Sizes 2,4,6,8.

$26.30.

2. Gear sweatshirt - basic crew. Navy blue with gold lettering, burgundy with navy lettering, and black with gold lettering. M - XL. $28.95
r
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3. Sweatshirt - forest green with purple stripe and neck band; heather gray with pink stripe
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and neck band. Sizes - child's 2, 4, 6. $15.40
Gear sweatshirt - basic crew. Navy blue with gold lettering, burgundy with navy lettering, and black with gold lettering. M - XL $28.95.
Gear sweatshirt - basic crew, drop shoulder, large lettering. Bottle green, cardinal, purple, and navy. M - XXL. $28.95.
Tvshirt. White or gray with green and navy lettering. Sizes 10-12, 14-16. $9.15
Sweatshirt - heather gray with jade green and navy lettering and Dordt seal. L - XL. $29.65
Gear denim sweatshirt. Navy and white ribbing on neck, sleeve, and bottom. Stitched
yoke and dropped sleeve. M - XL. $32.95.
Sweatshirt - forest green with purple strip and neck band; heather gray with pink strip
and neck band. Sizes - child's 2, 4, 6. $15.40.
T-shirt. Heather gray with purple and olive green sleeves and lettering. Sizes child's
2, 4, 6. $15.40
Caps - navy or black cotton - $9.90. Black or turqoise polyester - $11.50. White or navy
polyester - $11.95.
Gear sweatshirt - accent stripe on neck, sleeve and bottom colors - forest green, navy
blue. L - XL. $37.95.
Sweatshirt - heather gray, green stripe and neck band. Sizes youth S, M, L. $20.40.
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Order today from the Dordt College Bookstore, Sioux Center,
Iowa 51250-1697

Item

Color

Size

D Substitute item of similar
color and quality
Please send check or money order
with order

Quantity

Price

Postage $2.00/order·
Total

_
_
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Alumni

On registration day, we gathered together as many alumni and their freshmen children as we could for this picture behind the SUB.

One-third of freshmen are children of alumni
, 'In spite of the
changes that Dordt
has gone through
over the last twenty
years, the strong
Christian commitment that drew
students to Dordt
two decades ago is
what they still see
and appreciate today
as parents."

Dawn Bakker

When
Joann (Oe Vries,
'65) Knierim, now from Wisconsin, attended Dordt, there were
only 35-50 students in her class.
In its second year of existence,
she says, Dordt's entire student
body numbered 125.
Even though Dordt was small,
Joann decided to come because it
was closer to home than Calvin,
and it had already developed a
reputation as a teacher college.
She says she received a good
education and appreciated having
Christian teachers who cared for
students. Now, with two children
attending
and one already
graduated from Dordt, Joann has
come to appreciate even more
fully the preparation for service
in God's kingdom.
Carol Knierim is a freshman
this year. She remembers her
parents' stories about choir tours
and concerts. But her decision to

come to Dordt rested on more

John Contant is one of 112freshmen whose parents went to Dordt. Besides studying, John keeps busy working with the grounds crew and acting in theatre
productions.

14

than memories. Carol says she
was impressed by the friendliness
at Dordt and really appreciated
the Christian atmosphere. She
was involved with Dordt during
high school, too, because of her
older brother and sister who were
attending Oordt.
Carol is not alone as a second
generation student at Dordt. One
hundred twelve of the 328 new
freshmen have parents who were
alumni of Dordt, Over a third of
them! Many changes have been
made since these freshmen
parents were students: Dordt is
bigger in size, enrollment, and in
programs offered. But parents
who have their own memories of
college still have the unique opportunity to see their children facing much of what they did.
Rev. Gilbert Kamps from
Arizona attended Dordt in 1968.
His reason for coming was very
practical. "I wanted to play
basketball," he says, adding that
he couldn't have made the team
at a bigger college. It was after
a year or two that he began to
discover how. academically,
Dordt worked at forming Christian character in students. Looking back, he appreciates the good
discussions with students and professors, the time spent getting to
know fellow classmates, and the
overall growing experience.
The
Kamps'
daughter,
Charissa, is a freshman at Dordt,
but Reverend Kamps says that he
and his wife Jan (Jasper) did not
want to pressure her to choose
Dordt. "We encouraged her to go
to one of our Christian colleges,"
he says, adding that he's glad
she's having a good time.
Charissa
chose
Dordt
specifically because of the financial aid and because she'd heard
of the good biology/pre-med program. She had also heard her

parents talk about Dordt and liked
Dordt's size. Dordt's vision as a
Christian college played a big
part in her decision to come too.
John Contant, another freshman, is from Langley, British
Columbia. He, too, had a number
of different reasons for choosing
Dordt, one of them the opportunities available in theatre. The
main thing he came for and found
to be true, though, is the people.
"I had heard great things about
the people, " he says, adding that
that refers to both students and
faculty. John is also impressed by
the way professors teach "the
servant aspect in every subject. "
John's mother, Susan (Lyon,
'72), says that she and her husband, Martin. wanted their son to
choose a Christian university or
college but John choose Dordt for
himself. Susan is originally from
Portland, Oregon, and when she
came to Dordt, it was for a
number of reasons, among them
the fact that she wanted to be
away from home and that Dordt
was a nice size, not too big and
not too small. Most importantly,
though, she "wanted an education at a Christian liberal arts college." She was struck, she says,
by the fact that she "as an
eighteen-year-old could see God
working everywhere, in every
part of life." Susan remembers
especially
dorm life, cheerleading, and jumping off the roof
into huge drifts during the winter.
A physical education major in
college, she is now a part-time
homemaker
and
part-time
teacher.
Jack Schreurs, principal of
Sioux Center Christian School,
studied music when he attended
Dordt, and decided on Dordt
because of people here he admired in his field of study and
because it met his requirement of

a "setting that was going to give
Christian community." Looking
back, Jack says that academically
Oordt provided a good education,
especially when he compares his
background coming into graduate
school with that of others. He
adds that Dordt has grown
academically since then, since
Dordt students
used to be
primarily pre-sem and education
majors. For Jack, college was a
good time of growing
and
understanding Christianity and of
getting to know many people.
For his freshman son, Micah,
the decision of where to go for
college was easy. He says he's
always wanted to go to Dordt
because it is a Christian college,
and he likes the fact that it's gotten bigger since his parents graduated in 1972 and 1973. Micah is
thinking of studying for a history
major or perhaps going pre-law.
In spite of all the changes that
Dordt has gone through over the
last twenty years, the strong
Christian commitment that drew
students to Dordt two decades ago
is what they still see and appreciate today as parents. And
that commitment continues to be
an important factor in their
children's college choices.
Dawn Bakker is a child of
alumni parents red and Gert (De
Kam) Bakker of Winnipeg. She
says she's wanted to come to
Dordt as long as she can
remember. Good reports from her
brother Jonathan, a senior, and
stories of good memories of her
parents' years at Dordt all made
her decision easier. Dawn says
she considered the University of
British Columbia for genetic engineering but decided she wanted
more Christian direction in her
field than she would get at a secular
university. Dawn is a biology
major who loves to write.
D

October 1993

Alumni notes
Tim and Evelyn (Van Wyke) Nikkel
('74,'72)
live in Sully, Iowa. Evelyn
recently received her Ph.D. in Organizational/Business Communications
at the
University of Nebraska Lincoln. She is
professor of Business Administration at
William Penn College in Oskaloosa and
is professor of sales and marketing. Tim
is a regional sales manager for Vermeer
Manufacturing. The Nikkels have three
sons, Nathan, Micah, and Ben.
Dr. Jerome and Yvonne (Devries)
Bentz ('76, '76) live in Platte, South
Dakota, with their three children, Jonathan
(14), Kara (12), and Leanna (5 mol.
Doug
and Avaline (Bruinsma,
ex '78) Lagore have been pastoring in
churches for seven years and are now
working with an outreach ministry in worship evangelism. Their ministry with the
Institute of Christian Mobilization International in Calgary, Alberta, takes them
throughout Canada and Europe.
Robert and Cheryl (Van Kooten,
'79) Hageman live in Ontario, California,
with their three children, Christopher (5),
Emily (3), and Jonathan (3 rna).
Mark
and Rhonda
(Huizenga)
Vogelzang
('79,'76)
and their five
children recently moved to Vermont
where Mark took a position as president
and chief executive officer of the Vermont
Public Radio network. He formerly was
manager of WHYY FM, a Philadelphia
public radio station.
Terry and Joan (Van Dyke) Crull
('79, '78) live in Mitchell, South Dakota.
Terry was recently promoted to assistant
professor of music at Dakota Wesleyan
University, where he teaches and directs
the Choral Program. He also directs the
Dakota Chorale and the Mitchell Madrigal
Singers and is guest director for two to
four school music festivals each year in
South Dakota and surrounding states. Joan
teaches K-5 music in the Mitchell schools.
The Crull children are Daynan, 7th, Elise,
5th, Brett, 4th, and Justin, 1st. The Crull
family does a fair amount of musical entertaining, including Singing Telegrams. The
family lives right on 1-90 and would love
to have travelers stop in to rest and visit.
Ken and Deborah (Butler) Peterson
('79,'81) have moved from Monmouth,
Illinois, to LaCrosse, Wisconsin, where
Ken teaches at Veterbo College. He
formerly taught at Monmouth College for
seven years. Ken also taught at the
AuSable Institute this summer from midJune to mid-July. Ken and Deborah have
two kids, Hillary (6) and Zachary (3).
AIJan and Bonnie (Miedema) Reinders
('79, 'SI) live in Escondido, California.
Bonnie quit teaching English at Calvin
Christian School in Escondido, California, to care for their new daughter.
Barry and Mary (Siersema) Warner
(ex'81,ex'82)
live in South Holland, Illinois, with their five children, Kristin (8),
Rachel (6), David and Lauren (4), and
Kelly (5 mol. Barry is the Research Plant
Supervisor for Henkel Corporation and
Mary is a homemaker.
Liz (Siebring, 'SI) Tolkamp is executive director of the Christian Teacher's
Association of B.C. (40% position). She
is presently on maternity leave.
Leonard and Karen (Fynaardt) Van
Dronen ('81,'81) live in New Jersey.
Leonard is a director in the investment
banking area of Merrill Lynch in New
York City. Karen stays home with Lucas
(7), Katie (6), and Joseph (5 mol.
Martin and Corinne (Vander Lugt, '82)
Tempelman
live in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, with their children Matthew (2)
and Kyla (10 mol. Martin currently attends R.B.C.
Corinne
recently had
surgery to treat malignant melanoma.
They ask for your prayers for healing.
Randy and Judy (Kleene) Hilbelink
('82, '82) recently moved to Orange City,
Iowa, where Randy is teaching junior high
at Orange City Christian School.
Jerrold and Rhonda (Krikke) Wynia
('82, '84) live in Pipestone, Minnesota.
Jerrold recently took a position as a computerizing small business instructor at
Southwest Technical College in Pipestone,
.after working for eleven years with Worthington Tractor Parts, Inc. as a systems
analyst. Jerrold is also known in the Up-

October 1993

per Midwest for his fine marathon running. Rhonda stays at home with their
children, Jennifer (5) and Jason (3).
Craig and Arlys (VanderEsch) Christians ('83, '77) will soon be moving from
Story City. Iowa, to Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
where Craig is a territory manager for
Cargill Hybrid Seeds. Arty is an account
coordinator for Norstan Communications.

Melvin

and

Peggy

(Gifford)

Nieuwenhuis (ex'83, '84) live in Delavan,
Wisconsin. Melvin works in a family garbage disposal business. Peggy stays home
with their children, Aaron (9), Matthew
(7), Jesse (6), Hannah (3), and Sarah (2).
The three oldest are homeschooled.
Linda Van Dyk ('83) was recently selected as the recipient of the Ida M. Green

Award (cash value $200(100) in recognition
of her service in science education both at
the University of Texas Southwestern
Medical Center in Dallas, Texas, and in the
local community. Linda is a student in the
Immunology Graduate Program where she
is working on her dissertation.
Jay Horstman ('84) was recently named
Director of Board and Community Relations for the Des Moines Public Schools.
Frank Louws (ex'84) and Helen SukLouws have a son named Stephen (3) and
a foster daughter named Erica (I). Frank
has been very involved in community
justice type issues and para-church leadership as well as continuing his education
since leaving Dordt. Helen has a singing
ministry with the release of two albums
and has also been involved in various
church activities.
Rudy and Shirley (Byker) Folkerts
('84, '83) live in Pella, Iowa. Rudy was
named head men's soccer coach at Central College last month. He teaches Art
and Physical Education at Pella Christian
High School, and also serves as strength
coach and assistant coach for boys tennis.
Brent and Kay (Janssen) Veldkamp
('84, '88) live in Des Moines, Iowa. Brent
received his Masters of Science degree in
Engineering Mechanics from Iowa State
University and has taken a position as project engineer for Townsend Engineering
Company in Des Moines. Kay stays home
with their sons, Joel (5), and Simon (2).
Kay has been a volunteer counselor with
Birthright Crisis Pregnancy Center.
Jamalee A. Moret ('85) received a
Masters Degree in Teaching English as a
Second Language (TESL) from Arizona
State University in August of 1992. She
has since been teaching ESLlBilinguai
Students in Glendale, Arizona, and will
be serving her school as the ESLIBilingual
mentor during this school year.
Mick and Judy (Van Gelder) Vanden
Bosch ('85, 'S5) live in Iowa City. Mick is
in his fifth year of residency training at the
University of Iowa and is specializing in opthalmology. Judy is presently on maternity leave from her job as a flight nurse
with the University helicopter ambulance.
Wayne Spronk ('86) finished internal
medicine residency in June. His wife,
Suzanne (van Arragon) Spronk ('86) is
completing an M.A. in Linguistics at the
University of Utah.
Brent and Beth (Wissink) Disselkoen
('86,'87)
live in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
Brent is a digital signal processing
engineer and Beth is a homemaker.
Lori (Akers) Ferreira ('S7) recently
received a new position as program
manager at Hope Haven. She.and her husband David have two children: Sarah (3),
and Joshua David (2).
Dave
and Carol
(Spronk,'
87)
Rozeboom live in Boyden, Iowa. Dave
farms and Carol has retired after six years
of teaching to become a homemaker.
John and Janet (Baker, 'S7) Stellingwerflive in Ontario, California. Janet
is a Bilingual Teacher in the OntarioMontclair School District and John is the
Credit Manager for Coast Grain in
Ontario.
Robert and Julie (Kroese) Ribbens
('87, '87) live in Muskegon, Michigan,
with their two children, Alex (4) and
Nicole (6 mo).
Paul and Lynn (De Kruyf) Otto
('87,'84) and their children Nathan and
Joia are living in the Netherlands for this
academic year. Paul has been awarded a

Fulbright grant to conduct research in the
Netherlands. He will be working on his
doctoral dissertation, "New Netherland
Frontier:
Europeans
and
Native
Americans along the Lower Hudson
River, 1609-1664."
Dave Boxum ('S7) is the new communications/marketing
director for the
United Way of Siouxland in Sioux City.
Before this job, he reported full-time for
KTIV TV in Sioux City for more than four
years. His wife, Peggy (Marcus, 'S8)
Boxum, teaches reading at the junior high
level in the South Sioux City (Nebraska)
Community School District. For the past
three years she has taught reading at the
elementary level in Macy Public School,
Macy, Nebraska.
Jim and Ruth (Tuininga)
Vanden
Heuvel ('88, 'S6) live in Taber, Alberta.
Jim teaches grade five and Ruth teaches
kindergarten two days a week at Taber
Christian School.
Jeffrey Dykstra ('88) finished his Ph.D
in Mechanical Engineering on August 7.
He and his family moved to Kansas City,
Kansas, in August so he could start work
with Black and Veatch.
Darren and Sharon (Reitsma) Zonnereid ('88, '88) live in Ripon, California,
with their daughter Adrianna. Darren is
a special field claims representative for
Farmers Insurance and Sharon teaches
third grade at Ripon Christian School.
Herm and Lisa (Van Dyken) Westendorp ('88,ex'90) live in Brampton, Ontario. Herm is teaching computer science
and math at KRT Christian School in the
greater Toronto area. Lisa is at home with
their new daughter.
Mark
and Miriam
(Keen) Buss
('89, '89) live in Sioux Center, Iowa. Mark
works at KVDB/KTSB radio station and
Miriam is a homemaker. They have one
daughter, Hannah.
Henry and Karla (Hoekstra)
Byl
('89, '90) recently moved to Maurice,
Iowa, where Henry will begin farming.
Karla will be teaching at Hospers Christian School.
Gregg Koldenhoven
('89) graduated
from the University of Iowa College of
Medicine in May and is now in St. Louis,
Missouri, for a five-year, orthopedic
surgery residency program at the St. Louis
University Medical Center.
Jonathan Grossmann ('89) graduated
from the University of Iowa College of
Medicine last May. He has joined the
Family Practice Residency Program of the
Siouxland Medical Education Foundation.
Marc
Renkema
('89)
lives
in
Coopersville, Michigan, with his wife
Karl and daughter Julianne. He graduated
from Westminster Seminary in May.
Jacob and Donna (Monsma) Steiger
('89,'91) live in Lynden, Washington.
Jacob graduated from vet school in May
and is now working as a large animal
(primarily dairy) vet with Mt. Baker
Veterinary and Embryo Transfer Services.
Donna stays home with Jessica (3 1/2) and
Nicole (15 mo).
Chuck and Kim (Cuperus)
Adams
('90, 'S9) live in Waupun, Wisconsin.
Chuck recently graduated
from the
University of Wisconsin Law School in
Madison and is now an attorney with the
Vandezande Law Office in Waupun. Kim
teaches sixth grade part-time at Waupun
Christian School.
Henry and Elana
(Kleine,
'91)
Nagtegaallive in Nanaimo, British Columbia. Elana is a teacher at Nanaimo
Christian School and Henry is an Outboard Marine Mechanic.
Matthew and Tricia (Dirksen,'91)
Jones live in Richfield Springs, New
York, with their daughter, Meghen. Tricia
teaches grades K~2 at Trinity Christian
School in Richfield Springs.
Pamela (De Boer) Schmidt ('92) is in
her second year of law school at the
University of Minnesota. Her husband
Tim is a certified public accountant for Arthur Anderson and Co.
Steve Van Zee ('93) is working as
a project engineer at Vermeer Manufacturing in Pella. His wife, Tiffany
(Hoskins) Van Zee (ex'94), is a visiting
student at Central College, Pella, in her
senior year.

Future Defenders
Jerome and Yvonne (De Vries) Bentz ('76,'76), Leanna Joy, 5/17/93.
Edward and Diane Kruis ('79), Jesse Ray, 4/6/93.
Robert and Cheryl (Van Kooten,'79)
Hageman, Jonathan Edward, 6/1/93.
Galyn and Lori (Vander Laan) Vande Zande ('79,'79), Nicole Ann, 4/26/93.
Allan and Bonnie (Miedema) Reinders ('79, '81), Caroline Sue, 3/16/93.
Phil and Barb (Tinklenberg,'SI)
Bootsma, Jenna Joy, 3/11/93.
Barry and Mary (Siersema) Warner (ex'81,ex'S2),
Kelly Ruth, 5/21/93.
Pete and Lisa (Ryswyk) Ellens ('81,'82), Natalie Michelle, 4/29/93.
Tim and Liz (Siebring, '81) Tolkamp, Dineke Marie, 6/8/93.
Leonard and Karen (Fynaardt) Van Drunen ('81, 'SI), Joseph Antonie, 4/28/93.
Harry and Wendy (zandstra,ex'82)
Pranger, Nicole Alicia, 5116/93.
AI and Rosalie (Groot) Brandsma (ex'82,ex'84),
Travis Kyle, 6/1/93.
Nick and Renita (Vander Wekker,'82)
Timmerman, Calvin Henry, 4/23/93.
Mark and Michele (Schouten, '82) Davis, Lauren Rose, 12/29/92.
Wayne and Joanne (Van Driel,'82) Marees, Jessica Lauren, 7/26/93.
Steve and Kim (Vanden Bosch) Wolffis ('82,ex'82) Risa Lynn, 917/93.
Dave and Dawn (Dirksen) Van Groningen ('82,'85), Daniel Jay, 5114/93.
Craig and Arlys (VanderEsch)
Christians ('83, '77), Elliot Thomas, 817/93.
Fred and Tami (Vander Haak,'83)
Rylaarsdam, Max Richard, 5/23/93.
Melvin and Peggy (Gifford) Nieuwenhuis (ex'83,'84),
Jesse Baik, Jae Chul,
5/10/87, adopted 4/28/93.
Robert and Mary (Hulst, '84) Early, John William, 9/24/92.
Robert and Janice (Walters) Drenten ('84, 'S3), John Mark, 517/93.
Myron and Shari (Veurink) Postma ('84, '84), Ryan Lee, 4/5/93.
Joseph and Sandra (Van Beek) Mulder ('84, '84), Andrew Peter, 6/29/92.
Mick and Judy (Van Gelder) Vanden Bosch ('85,'85), Michaela Janae, 8/15/93.
Todd and Dawn (Frikke) Folkerts ('85,'85), Brandon Robert, 11/15/92.
Randall and Julie (Ten Haken) Klynsma ('85, '85), Carlene Johanna, 6/14/93.
Gene and Sue (Ved.ders, '85) DeBruin, Abigail Jo, 3/17/93.
Brian and Sharon (Elgersma) Bevaart ('85, '84), Leonard Brian, 5/28/93.
Evan and Christy Vande Haar ('S6), Grace Elizabeth, 8/1/93.
Phil and Kristi (Kingma) Kooima ('S6, '85), Patrick Ian, 5/12/93.
Harley and Freda (Vanderwiel,'86)
Middel, Michael Harley, 5/4/93.
Bruce and Lisa (Vander Veen, '86) Stadt, Kelby Lee, 5/14/93.
Jeff and Ronda (Engelsman) Bosma ('86,'87), Clinten Dean, 2/19/93.
Mark and Elsie (de Jong) Bousema ('86, '87), Casey Peter, 6118/93.
Brent and Beth (Wissink) Disselkoen ('86,'87), Craig Ryan, 7/27/93.
David and Lori (Akers, '87) Ferreira, Joshua David, 9/23/91.
Dave and Carol (Spronk,'87)
Rozeboom, Carly Marie, 4/18/93.
Robert and Julie (Kroese) Ribbens ('87, '87), Nicole Paige, 3/20/93.
Russ and Caroline (Antonides) Theune ('S7, 'S7), Jonathan Isaac, 9/23/92.
Allen and Sandra (DeJager,'87)
Kwant, Martin Allen, 7/21/93.
Gregg and Lisa (Kantlade) Boer ('87, '87), Luke Nicolaas, 5/6/93.
Jim and Lisa (Ruisch,'87)
Kuiper, Brian James, 5/30/93.
Joel and Irene (Brower,'88)
Hooyer, Jillian, 11/10/92.
Brian and Jana (Bruxvoort) VanHaaften
('88,'86), Brian "Reece", 5/27/93.
Jim and Ruth (Tuininga) Vanden Heuvel ('88, '86), Cody James, 6/24/93, adopted.
Dave and Julie (Vander Wilt) Hofland ('88,'88), Derek James, 1/19/93.
Darren and Sharon (Reitsma) Zonnefeld ('S8,'88), Adrianna Jean, 6/23/93.
Jeffrey and Lynne Dykstra ('SS), Joel Benjamin, 5/1/93.
Henn and Lisa (Van Dyken) Westendorp ('88,ex'90), Elizabeth Marlene, 5/22/93.
Roger and Lanai (DeLeeuw, '89) Van Hal, Adam Tyler, 5/31/93.
Marc and Kari Renkema ('89), Julianne Renee, 6/12/93.
Mark and Miriam (Keen) Buss, ('S9, '89), Hannah Diane, 7/15/93.
Henry and Karla (Hoekstra) Byl ('89, '90), Kayla Rose, 6/11/93.
Jeff and Nancy (Steenhoek) Van Lingen ('89,'90), Katrina Beth, 6/11/93.
Jim and Gina (Heersink,'90)
Rutgers, Levi Garret, 6/16/93.
Michael and Sharon (De Graaf) Baas ('90,'90), Justin Michael, 5/13/93.
Joel and Julie (Bruxvoort) Veenstra ('90,'90), Jessa Rae, 7/27/93.
Darren and Darla (De Yager) Van't HuJ ('90,'90), Drake Daniel William, 7/17/93.
Kris and Gwen (Rens) Marra ('90,'90), Kristopher Charles, 11127/92.
Jeff and Jane (Vander Lugt) Kaptein ('90,'90), Elise Nicole, 8/6/93.
Lowell and Amy (Heersink, '90) Bolt, Tara Linn, 4/20/93.
Harlan and Michele (De Jong) De Boer ('91,'90), Harrison Jacob, 517/93.
Matthew and Tricia (Dirksen, '91) Jones, Meghen Ann, 12/15/92.
Steve and Susan (VosKuil) Theone ('91,'92), Tyler Steven, 3/10/93.
Deon and Altyssa Wynia ('91), Nikelle Johanna, 6/9/93.
"

Marriages
Bob Boer ('76) and Laurie De Kraker,
8/1/92.
Judi Brons ('S6) and Douglas Matalik,
6/19/93.
Wayne Spronk ('86) and Suzanne van
Arragon ('86), 8/14/93.
Janet Baker ('87) and John H. Stellingwerf 7/10/93.
Deon Wynia
('91)
and Allyssa
Schlegel, 7/18/92.
Peggy Hoogland ('91) and 1. Blan
Taylor ill, 3/26/93.
Elana
Kleine
('91)
and Henry
Nagtegaal, 7/3/93.
Wayne Dykstra
('91) and Susan
Theune ('92), 7/3/93.
Luanne
Bolkema ('92) and Arlin
Franken (ex'91), 6/25/93.

Shannon Ahrenholz ('92) and Mark
Niemeyer ('89), 7/10/93.
Pamela De Boer ('92) and Timothy
Schmidt, 10/30/93.
Amy Nibbelink ('93) and Dan Vande
Pol ('88), 6/19/93.
Daniel De Jager ('93) and Rebecca
Becksvoort ('92), 6/12/93.
Nolan Vos ('93) and Karla Marcus
(ox'94), 8/27/93.
Steve Van Zee ('93) and Tiffany
Hoskins (ex'94), 8121/93.

In Memorv__
Charlie Paul, 5'2S/91 to 9/1/92, son
of Phil and Barb (Tinklenberg, '81)
Bootsma.

CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
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Music
October 29
October 29

7:00 p.m.
9:00 p.m.

November 16
November 23
November 19
December 5

7:30
8:00
8:00
2:30

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

1

Wolfgang Rubsam organ recital
Silent film, "The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari" with
Wolfgang Rubsam at organ
Sioux County Orchestra concert
Tamburitzans, Sioux County Concert Series
Voice recital, Thomas Van Soelen
Dordt College Christmas Concert

Theatre
October 29-30
December 3-4

8:00 p.m,
9:00 p.m.

Play, "A Servant of Two Masters"
One-act plays

Art
October 4
November 11December 16

Quilt Exhibit
Faculty Show of recent works

Campus Activities
November
November
November
November
December
December

5
7
12
15
3
3-4

7:30 p.m.
9:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

Travelogue/"Singapore
to Bali"
Student poetry readings
Campus visit day
International Day activities
Campus visit day
Festive Christmas Dinner with Concert Choir

Lectures
November

12

7:30 p.m.

Fall Faculty Lectures on Environmental
Stewardship

L

The Voice, an outreach of Dordt College,
is sent to you as alumni and friends of

Christian higher education. The Voice is
published in October, December, March,

M~ter'sprogram in elementary

and May to share information about the

Sports
home games
November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November
December
December
December
December
December

2
6
9
12
13
13
13
20
23
23
29
I
8
8
9
11

6:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
1:00
5:30
7:30
7:00
7:00
7:30

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Women's volleyball vs. Northwestern
Women's volleyball, NAIA district playoff game
Women's volleyball, NAIA district playoff game
Hockey vs. Northern State Univ.
Women's basketball vs. Grand View
Men's basketball vs. Graceland
Hockey vs. Northern State Univ.
Women's basketball vs. Mount Marty
Women's basketball vs. Northwestern
Men's basketball vs. Mount Marty
Women's basketball vs. Dakota State
Women's basketball vs. Dana
Men's basketball vs. Dakota State
Hockey vs. SDSU
Women's basketball vs. Sioux Falls
Men's basketball vs. Northwestern

For more information about any of
these events call 722-3771.

programs, activities, and needs of the college. Send address corrections and correspondence to VOICE, Dordt College,
Sioux Center, IA 51250-1697.
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